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WELCOME NOTE = 


WELCOME TO DUBAI 


e know it can feel a little overwhelming when you first set 

foot in Dubai. How exactly do you explore this ultra-modern 
metropolis? Where do you start? We love Dubai and we want 
to ensure that you feel the same, which is why we decided to 
create this handy-sized, helpful guide to ease you On your way. 


Rather than present you with a long list of recommendations 
that would take you the duration of your holiday to read, our 
Dubai-based team of in-the-know writers has cherry-picked the 
city’s best bits, leaving you free to simply enjoy it. From the best 
restaurants with views to write home about to the boutiques 
brimming with homegrown designs, the coolest clubs and top- 
notch family entertainment - it's all inside these pages. We'll also 
tell you which of the many organised tours are the best to take 
to see the city’s ample attractions. All you need to do is enjoy the 
holiday of a lifetime. 


John Thatcher 


Editorial Director 
DXB City Expert 


Downtown Dubai, courtesy of Emaar Properties 


feeling like a VIP 
that’s Kilban’s © 
marhaba effect 
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The difference is the staff. So caring. 

’'m just an ordinary traveller but — 
marhaba makes me feel like a VIP. 

With people like this, there is only 

one way you Can go—up, up and up! 9 e 


Kilban 


Breeze through all the airport formalities with our meet & 
greet services in Dubai and Bahrain. 


Whether you’re arriving, departing or transferring, 
marhaba meet & greet makes your time at the airport 
something to look forward to. 


You can also relax in style, no matter what your airline 0 
Class of travel, at our lounges in Dubai and Bahrain. 


, merha ba - es Find your marhaba effect at marhabaservices.com 


meet & greet | family packages | marhaba lounge | citystop | transfer service 
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Get the skinny on the city with a quick history lesson. Armed with knowledge, 
head out to discover all the emirate has to offer for the holiday of a lifetime 


Al Seet Heritage Hotel 


SCRATCH BENEATH 
THE SURFACE 
A city of visual superlatives, it’s difficult 
to imagine Dubai without the gravity- 
defying presence of Burj Khalifa, the 
roar of supercars along its hignways 
and wealth of plush malls, luxury hotels 
and record-breaking attractions 

Back in 1833, the nomadic Bani 
Yas tribe — led by the Maktoum family 
- migrated from the country’s desert 
interior to what was just a small coastal 
fishing, pearling and trading settlement 
Nothing much changed for the next 
100 years until Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed 
Al Maktoum became ruler and ordered 
that Dubai Creek be dredged fo 
accommodate larger trading vessels, 
thus setting in motion the transformation 
of Dubai into a modern mega city 
The discovery of ‘black gold’ in 1966 


was the real game-changer with 
newly found oil wealth the catalyst for 
the establishment of the United Arab 
Emirates. In an historic first, the ruling 
tribes of Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Sharjah, 
Ajman, Umm Al Quwain and Fujairah 
came together on 2 December 1971, 
followed by Ras Al Khaimah one year 
later, to form the country 

Under the leadership of the UAE's first 
president, the late Sheikh Zayed (ruler 
of Abu Dhabi), and with the can-do 
attitude of Sheikh Rashid and support 
of the rulers of the other five emirates, 
the rest, as they say, is history 

The modern-day metropolis you've 
seen on TV is every bit as exciting as 
you can imagine. For a rich experience 
we recommend that you get out onto 
the city streets, meet some of the more 


than 200 nationalities who are proud 


to call Dubai home, and discover 
just what makes this one of the best 
destinations in the world fo visit 


The climate 

Winter has officially arrived. In 
November, the temperature takes a 
noticeable drop, although you can still 
expect highs of around 31°C (87.8°F) 


The currency 

The UAE Dirham is what you'll use. Notes 
come in 1,000, 500, 200, 100, 50, 20, 10 
and 5, and their value is pegged at 
Dhs3.67 = USD] 


The weekend 

The UAE weekend falls on Friday/ 
Saturday. Friday is the holy day so bear 
in mind that some attractions may be 


closed until the early evening 


IMPRESSIONS i 


ON ARRIVAL 


You've arrived and you want to get to your hotel ASAP. Read our quick 
tips to get you out of the airport and into holiday mode, pronto 


Get the VIP treatment 


elistelele 


WHIZZ THROUGH 

WITH MARHABA 

Take a load off by booking a 
Marhaba service (+971 4 389 8989, 
marhabaservices.com) that will 

help you make a speedy arrival and 
departure. When you touch down, 
the friendly staff will be waiting 

with a transfer to passport control, 
where you'll be fast-tracked through 
the queue before a porter collects 
your luggage from the carousel. 
When the time comes to leave, 
you'll enjoy a chauffeur pick-up from 
anywhere in Dubai, a quick journey 
through departures and access to 
the Marhaba lounge, where you 
can unwind and help yourself to 
the complimentary food and drink 
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LEAVING THE AIRPORT 

There are plenty of public taxis available 
at the airport, although you may need to 
queue. Women can get a step ahead 
by hopping into one of the pink-roofed 
taxis reserved especially for female 
travellers and families, and driven by 
ladies. Your fare will include a set airport 
pick-up fee of Dhs25. 

Dubai International Airport is also 
connected to Dubai Metro at Terminals 
1 and 3, with trains running every 10 
minutes from 5am (or 10am on Fri) to 
midnight Sat to Wed and until lam on 
Thur and Fri 

If you've got extra baggage, best 
take a taxi, as Metro travellers are 
restricted to one regular suitcase and 
one piece of hand luggage only 


All the major car hire companies 
have desks located after arrivals. Drivers 
must be at least 21 years old and in 
possession of a valid driving licence 
from their home country. Remember. we 
drive on the right-hand side here. ; 


GET CONNECTED 

Staying in touch in Dubai is easy, as 
tourists can now pick up a free sim card 
for local use upon arrival. The Federal 
Authority for Identity and Citizenship's 
(ICA's) SIM 24 project offers all visitors G 
free local sim, pre-charged with three 
minutes of voice calls and 20 MB of 
data, Available at the passport gate 
at the airport, it's valid for the duration 
of your visa, and you can top it up Gs 
needed. For those aged 18 and over. 
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Sharjah is where memorable moments are made. The emirate’s 
icontic landmarks, authentic heritage, unique natural reserves and ~ 
‘stunning beaches combine for an unforgettable journey. a5) Luu! 


Sharjah 


visitsharjah.com visit_shj 7) © 2) in) Write your own story 
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GET YOUR BEARINGS 


if it's your first time in the city, you're probably not au fait with the hip and 
happening ‘hoods. Here's the low-down on the top tourist districts to explore 
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DUBAI MARINA AND JBR 


Those with a taste for luxury will feel right at home in this vibrant district, which 
is one of the city's most popular (and glamorous) residential neighbourhoods 
Built Ground a man-made marina and flanked by a virtual forest of residential 
towers, Dubai Marina boasts two beachfront promenades — The Walk and The 
Beach at JBR. These are lined with hotels, eateries and super trendy shops. It’s 
largely pedestrian friendly but is bisected by Dubai Tram, which handily stops 
outside the popular Dubai Marina Mall, home to 140 retail outlets soread 


across four levels 


DOWNTOWN DUBAI 

Go big or go home is the name 

of the game here, with the area 
boasting an impressive collection 
of landmarks and attractions 
including: one of the world's largest 
shopping malls, The Dubai Mall 

the tallest tower on the planet 

Burj Khalifa; the all-singing-all- 
dancing The Dubai Fountain; and 
the architecturally-stunning Dubai 
Opera. Traw! the mall's multitude of 
shops, pick up some mementoes at 
the Arabian-style Souk Al Bahar and 
pose for selfies along the Waterfront 
Promenade before enjoying dinner 
and drinks overlooking Burj Lake 


The record-breaking 


Burj Khalifa 
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The Jumeiran’coasiline, with Bud AL 
Arab Jumeirah standing tall” 
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JUMEIRAH 


The low-rise villa neighbourhood that spawned 
the Jumeirah Jane epithet (think ‘ladies 
who lunch’), Jumeirah's domestic suburbia 
reputation has been given a makeover in 
recent years with the development of hip new 
retail. dining and entertainment enclaves such 
as La Mer, BoxPark, City Walk and food truck 

- friendly Jumeirah Corniche. Topped at one 
end by Jumeirah Mosque and tailed by Burj Al 
Arab and Madinat Jumeirah at the other, it’s 
a cross-cultural hotspot. Wild Wadi Waterpark 
is a firm favourite among residents and tourists 
alike, offering over 30 hair-raising rides and 

* slides for all the family. 


BUR DUBAI AND DEIRA 
On either side of Dubai Creek you can discover the heritage heartland 


of the city. Feed your appetite for culture on the Bur Dubai side at Al 


Fahidi Historical Neighbourhood, which is home to pre 
houses, Dubai Museum and Sheikh Saeed Al Maktoum House (one of 
the oldest buildings in the city). Take a Dhs] ferry ride across the water to 


Deira to explore the traditional souks and sample the street food 


served wind tower 


FIRST IMPRESSIONS Ei 


The mon-made feat that is Pairn Jumeirah 


PALM JUMEIRAH 


Another of Dubai's iconic man-made projects — best viewed from 
above to fully appreciate its creatively engineered design — Palm 
Jumeirah blends posh apartments and villas with luxury hotels and 
malls all the way from its trunk to the tips of its feathered fronds. Ride 
the Palm Monorail to Atlantis, The Palm and enjoy the thrills and spills of 
Aquaventure Waterpark. Grab a bite to eat at foodie destination The 
Pointe, and check out the bevy of five-star hotels along the crescent 
from One&Only The Palm Resort to Anantara The Palm Dubai Resort 


SHEIKH ZAYED ROAD 


The pulsing arterial vein cutting through the 
city, this 8km-long stretch of busy highway runs 
parallel to the coastline. Numerous hotels are 
situated along its length, and there are plenty 
of attractions worth making a diversion for. We 
recommend feeling the grass beneath your 
feet at Zabeel Park, and checking out Dubai 
Water Canal, which is illuminated by night. 


A slice of the always-busy Sheikh Zayed Road 
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Mall of the Emirates - 
Ski Dubai 


City Sightseeing Dubai 


Transfer and transit point 
waiting time 20-30 minutes 


Attractions point 


© info and ticket counter 


Night route 


Cruise route 
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Al Seef Dhow Cruise 


The Dubai Mail - 
The Dubai Fountain 


Dubai Festival City 
Mall & imagine 


DUDA! CREEK 
HARBOUR 


International Airport 
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THE CRITICAL LIST 


Your guide to this month's must-see, must-do experiences in Dubai 


THEME PARK 
Got the kids in tow? Head to Global 
Village for a family-friendly evening of 


Culture, shopping and entertainment 
Taking guests on a journey around the 
world in one fell swoop, this popular 
theme park has more than 30 pavilions 
representing the cultures of over 75 
ountries. Browse the artisan buys and 


sample the 1| fare before braving the 


thrilling theme park rides and cak hing 
Y Musi Wk arf mance on the main 
stage. Entry from AED15, 4om-11.300n 
Jlobol 
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MUSIC 


Dust off your paisley shirt and get ready 
to rock as the world’s number one 
Beatles tribute band is hitting Dubai 
Opera on 21 November. The Bootleg 
Beatles have been paying homage to 
the classic rock band with authentic 
renditions of their chart topping hits 
since the 1980s. Seasoned veterans the 
British band are touring to celebrate 
the 50” anniversary of the Abbey Road 
album. Expect a bx Wrage of the toe 
tappingly good soun 1s of Yesterak yy 


ickets from Dhs9O5 Yb ywoopera.com 


NIGHTLIFE 


Take your evenings out to new 
heights - 100-feet-high to be exact - 
at AER. The latest bar to hit the city's 
glamorous DIFC district, it is officially 
home to Dubai's longest bar. Take 
Oo lean and admire the decadent 
nteriors, which take inspiration from 
the Mediterranean and Japan 
inspired extravagant menu. Sample 


the creative dishes on « 


Yffer, inc uGING 
gold-flaked sushi, shredded wagyu 
kulcha and Angus dim sum 


he 


elegant atmosphere, inventive 


Words by: Soumaya E! Filalli 


drinks and skyline views promise ‘an 
experience to remember' — a mantra 
from which the venue takes its name 
(geddit?). +971 50 228 5861 


BEACH CLUB 

Dubai's famous winter weather means 
that every day's a beach day. Enter 
Nammos, the popular Mykonos beach 
club, which is launching at Four 
Seasons Resort Dubai at Jumeirah 
Beach this month. The luxe venue 
promises an endless summer feel 
along with day-to-night Greek style 
parties and exquisite Mediterranean 
flavours. Head straight to the beach 
bar fo sip a signature drink, settle in 

for a meal at the restaurant, or pay a 
visit fo the dedicated bubbly room 
Famous for its star-studded concerts, 
the Mykonos branch has welcomed 

a host of celebrities, including Kendall 
Jenner, so be sure to keep an eye 

out for A-listers when visiting its Dubai 
sibling. nNammMosworld.com 


GOLF 

Golf enthusiasts will want to stop by 
the DP World Golf Tour Championship, 
which is taking place at the Earth 
course at Jumeirah Golf Estates from 
21-24 November. Here, you can watch 
top golfers such as Victor Perez and 
Jon Rahm battle it out on the greens 
among the best 50 of the European 
Tour. As well as watching the big 
hitters, there'll be live performances 
trick-shot shows and a championship 
village where you can be entertained 
while catching all the action on a 
giant screen. General admission Is 
free while hospitality tickets start from 
Dhs900. ticketmasteruge.ae 


aA T 


Taking to the decks at Zero Gravity, 
rising star Joel Corry is set to raise the 
non-existent roof of this alfresco beac! 
club on 8 November. His hit single 
Sorry broke the record for the most 
Shazamed song in one day, quickly 
becoming a fan favourite. Dns 100 for 
gents, free entry for ladies. 0-gravity.ae 
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THE TOURS 2m 


cked, suncream slathered on - it’s time to get out and see what this city 
“Take a cue from our friends at Arabian Adventures and City Sightseeing 
‘on hand to help you diseeyer the best bits with their selection of top tours... 


a 
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MODERN DUBAI CITY TOUR 


See the best of Dubai's iconic landmarks on one, awe-inspiring journey 


Departs from Dubai, 
Sharjah and Ajman. 
Transfers available from 
Umm Al Quwain, Ras Al 
Khaimah and Fujairah 
Explore the landmarks of the 
city on a half-day tour. From 
Palm Jumeirah and Dubai 
Marina to Downtown Dubai 
and The Dubai Mall - see all 
of the iconic sights 

@ Drive to Dubai Marina 
and enjoy a 20-minute 

boat ride 

@ See Palm Jumeirah and 
take a picture with Atlantis 
The Palm as the backdrop 
@ Spark up your adrenaline 
rush with some optional 
watersports (extra charge) 
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@ Stop to take a photo of the 
Dubai skyline 

® Make a photo-stop outside 
Burj Al Arab 

@ Continue to The 

Dubai Mall with its many 
leisure, shopping and 

dining options 

@ The tour ends at The 

Dubai Mall 

@ After the tour, you can 
choose to visit At the Top, Burj 
Khalifa (tickets available); or 
combine this tour with the 
Traditional Dubai City Tour in 
the afternoon 


THE FACTS 

How much: From Dhs260 
for adults and Dhs220 for 
children (excluding At the 


Top) and Dhs390 for adults 
and Dhs315 for children 
(including At the Top). 
Departures: Daily (morning) 
for English and German 
tours only. 

Languages: English, 
German, French, Italian, 
Spanish and Portuguese. 
Availability: Year-round. 
Duration: Half-day, 
Transport: Coach. 
Activity: Moderate. 
Good to know: The tour 
ends at The Dubai Mall. 
Modest dress is advised 


To book, please call 
Arabian Adventures on 
+971 4 303 4992 or visit 
arabian-adventures.com 


Stop to snap a picture ¢ 


ASK THE 
CITY EXPERT 


Nabil Almatliah 
Tour Guide, 
Arabian Adventures 


Guests really enjoy seeing 


: 


the amazing architec 
and moder sights of 
Dubai while learning 

> 


more about the city of 


this half-day tout 


THE TOURS 


TRADITIONAL DUBAI CITY TOUR 


A ‘must-do’ for any visitor to the emirate 


©20 


Departs from Dubai, 
Sharjah and Ajman. 
Transfers available from 
Umm Al Qwain, Ras Al 
Khaimah and Fujairah 
Leam more about Dubai's 
rich history and tradition on a 
grand tour of the old city. See 
merchant traders at Dubai 
Creek, get an insight into times 
gone by at Dubai Museum 
and browse the famous souks 
@ Drive along Jumeiran 
Beach Road to the iconic 
Jumeirah Mosque and stop 
for photos 

@ Continue on to Zabee!l 
Palace for another photo-stop 
and onward to the traditional 
side of Dubai 

@ Stroll through Al Fahidi 
Historical Neighbourhood, 
which is known for its wind- 
tower architecture 


@ Visit Dubai Museum 

@ Take a traditional abra 
(water taxi) ride across 
Dubai Creek 

@ Follow our entertaining 
guide through the Spice 
Souk and Gold Souk 


THE FACTS 

How much: Dhs185 
Departures: Daily 
(afternoon) for English and 


German tours only 


Languages: English, German, 


French, Italian, Spanish, 
Portuguese and Japanese 
Availability: Year-round 
Duration: Half-day 
Transport: Coach 
Activity: Moderate 

Good to know: When 
departing from 

Abu Dhabi, this is a 
full-day tour on Sun 


and Thur, including an 


afternoon stop at 
The Dubai Mall. The 
itinerary may vary. Hotel 


transfers are included 


ASK THE 
CITY EXPERT 


MUHAMMAD 
YOUNUS 
Tour guide, 
Arabian Adventures 
My favourite parts of 
the tour are stopping 
by the Gold Souk and 
the Spice Souk. The 
mixture of nationalities 
you meet aft these 
marketplaces offers 
a truly authentic 
experience for all 


To book, please call 
Arabian Adventures on 
+971 4 303 4992 or visit 
arabian-adventures.com 
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ABU DHABI CITY TOUR 


See the UAE's vibrant capital and its landmark buildings 


Explore Abu Dhabi's hidden gems 


Departs from Dubai, 
Sharjah, Ajman and 

Abu Dhabi 

Explore the panoramic 
sights and grand 

andmarks of Abu Dhabi, 
the capital of the United 
Arab Emirates, on a 

full-day tour 

@ Arriving in Abu Dhabi, tour 
the majestic Sheikh Zayed 
srand Mosque 

® Pass the tree-lined 
residential area of A Rateer 
and the royal palaces 


® Visit Qasr Al Watan 


r A ses 
T nr mes 
@ A fh skyline 
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THE FACTS 

How much: Dhs295. 

English Departures: For 

English and German tours 

(Sun, Tues, Wed, Sat). 
Languages: English, 

German, French, Italian 

and Japanese 

Availability: Year-round 
Duration: Full-day 

Transport: Coach 

Activity: Easy 

Good to know: Qasr Al 
Vatan may be closed from 
time to time, in that case, the 

ncluae another top 

iHtraction in the city. Note 

there is a dress code for 


eikn Zayed Grand Mosque 


0 book 


please cal 


Arabian Adventures on 


+*97143 3 4992 or vicii 


orapvian 


adventures.com 


4 
My 


ASK THE 
CITY EXPERT 


Natalia Bashkirova 
Tour Guide, 
Arabian Adventures 
It's always a pleasure 
to guide my guests 
around the UAE capital 
The highlight of the 
tour is undoubtedly 
Sheikh Zayed Grand 
Mosque - a masterpiece 
of modern Islamic 
architecture with 
a spectacularly 
decorated interior. 


THE TOURS i 


WALKING STREET FOOD TOUR 


Step it out in old Dubai and taste the city's hidden foodie gems 
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Departs froma 
meeting point 
Step away from the glitz and 


canteens frequented by the 
working residents of Duba 

Uncover the hidder 
the city as you stro! 
along the historic old part 


Learn more about 


of Dubai 


the culture and heritage of 
the Middle East from your 
entertaining and informative 
guide on this relaxed 
walking tour 

@ Stroll through cobbled 
streets and stop for 

a traditional Arabic 

fruit cocktail 

®@ Away from the five-star 
restaurants, experience this 
vibrant neighbourhood 


Sample dates, samosas and 
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THE FACTS 

How much: Dhs!95 
Departures: Engiis! 
tours (Sun & Fri) 
Japanese tours (Fri) 
Languages: English 
and Japanese 
Availability: Winter only 
(1 October to 30 April) 
Duration: Half-Day 
Transport: Coach 


By 
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ASK THE 
CITY EXPERT 


ALEX 
HEVORHIAN 
Tour guide, 
Arabian Adventures 
Over 200 nationalities 
live in Dubai, adding 
to the variety of 
flavours on the food 
scene. The best 
way to delve in is by 
dining at all the 
hidden gems and 


all-time favourite 
eateries that feature 
in this tour 


Japaenese tours; hotel pick 


up and drop-off is included 
To book, please call 
Arabian Adventures on 
+971 4 303 4992 or visit 
arabian-adventures.com 


19 


PREMIUM SAFARI 


For smaller groups seeking an extraordinary adventure, this tour ticks all the boxes 


Departs from Dubai, 
Sharjah and Ajman. 
Transfers available from 
Umm Al Qwain, Ras Al 
Khaimah and Fujairah 
Enjoy a smaller group 
safari on Our premium 
experience. 

® Depart from your hotel 
in a modern and spacious 
four-wheel drive vehicle 


®@ Learn interesting facts from 


your safari guide en route 
@ Enter the Dubai Desert 


Conservation Reserve (DDCR) 


®@ Enjoy a thrilling dune 
drive and watch the sun 
set from a pristine desert 
location with a glass of 
bubbly or sparkling date 
juice and camel milk 
chocolate (juices are 
available for children) 

@ Arrive at our Bedouin- 
style camp to a traditional 
welcome of Arabic coffee 
and dates 

@ Entertainment for the 
evening includes a camel 
ride, sandboarding and 
henna hand painting. 
Enjoy a variety of 
entertainment.cit may vary 
during religious holidays) 
@ Move to the seating 
area and enjoy a premium 
BBQ menu 

@ Those aged 21 years and 
over Can enjoy unlimited 
premium adult beverages 
(except on the eve of 
religious holidays) 


THE FACTS 

Starting from: Dhs599 
Departures: Von, Wed, 
Thu, Fri 

Availability: Winter 

(1 October fo 30 April) 
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Refresh with a glass of 
sparkling date juice 


Duration: Late afternoon to 
early evening. 

Transport: Four-wheel 
drive (sharing). 

Good to know: You have 
the option to upgrade 

to a private four-wheel 

drive vehicle, if preferred, 
Vegetarian and children's 
meals can be requested 

at the time of booking. The 
tour accepts a maximum of 
four guests per vehicle and 
a maximum of 40 guests 
per night. Hotel transfers are 
included. Food and soft- 
drinks are included. Premium 
beverages are available. A 
portion of your fee supports 
local conservation 


Get up on that camel 


To book, please call 
Arabian Adventures on 
+971 4 303 4992 or visit 
arabian-adventures.com 


Must-do 
safari 
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Departs from Dubai, 
Sharjah and Ajman. 
Transfers available from 
Umm Al Quwain, Ras Al 
Khaimah and Fujairah 
This iconic Dubai desert 
experience is one that 
simply cannot be missed 
Watch the sun go down 
while on a dune drive in the 
Dubai Desert Conservation 
Reserve (DDCR). Arrive at 
our traditional Bedouin-style 
camp, where an entertaining 
schedule of activities 

and a delicious evening 
meal awaits 

@ Leave your hotel and the 
city behind; head into the 
desert with our entertaining 
safari guide in a four-wheel 
drive vehicle 

@ Entertainment for the 
evening includes a camel 
ride, mini sandboarding and 


henna hand painting. Enjoy 
a variety of entertainment 
(if may vary during religious 
holidays) @ Enter DDCR and 
take in incredible wildlife 
sightings 

@ Enjoy the fun of a dune 
drive and, at sunset, stop for 
panoramic photos of the 
golden landscape 

®@ Arrive at our Bedouin- 
style camp to a traditional 
welcome of Arabic coffee 
and delicious dates 

@ Souvenirs and photos are 
available to buy 

@ Move to the seating area 
and enjoy an Arabic style, 
three-course buffet 

@ Take part in stargazing 


before returning to your hotel 


THE FACTS 
How much: From Dhs325 
soft drinks package) 


Snap a picture of the gorgeous desert vistas 


Sunset Safari Bronze 
package: Dhs399 for adults 


(bronze package includes 
house adult beverages) 
Sunset Safari Silver: Dns449 
for adults (silver package 
includes premium adult 
beverages) 

Departures: Daily 
Availability: Year-round 
Duration: Late afternoon to 
early evening 

Transport: Four-wheel 

drive (sharing) 

Activity: Easy 

Good to know: We offer 

the option to upgrade to 

a private four-wheel drive 
vehicle. Plus, you can choose 
to skip the dune drive if you 
prefer. Be sure to book your 
group on one of the following 
packages: Sunset Safari 
Sunset Safari Bronze, Sunset 


Safari Silver. Vegetarian and 


THE TOURS 


SUNSET DESERT SAFARI 


Embark on a magical safari experience to remember 


ASK THE 
CITY EXPERT 


FAISAL KHAN 
Safari guide, 
Arabian Adventures 
This must-do safari is 
suitable for everyone 
At the campsite, there 
are lots of activities to try 
such as sandboarding 
camel rides and even 
a spot of stargazing 
Guests always say how 
the memories will last 
a lifetime 


children's meals can be 
requested at the time 

of booking. Hotel transfers 
are included. Food and soft 
drinks are included. A portion 
of your fee supports local 
conservation efforts 

To book, please call Arabian 
Adventures on 

+971 4303 4992 or visit 
arabian-adventures.com 


Enjoy the evening entertainment 
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JEEP ADVENTURE SAFARI 


~ stop at archeological sites 


cy 2 
my xo) 
Ct ee 


Departs from Dubai, 
Sharjah or Ajman 

Take an off-road 

adventure on a trail through 
the Al Hajar Mountains, 
stopping at archeological 
sites and, a number of 
traditional locations while 
onthe way to the east coast 
of the UAE 

®@ Leaving Dubai, set off 
along the desert highways 
to the impressive Mieiha 
Archaeological Centre 

@ Explore the Valley 

of Caves to see the 
archeological sites 
(optional in summer) 

@ Walk through the 
fascinating and interactive 
exhibition to learn about life 
in the area thousands of 
years ago 

@ Drive through the majestic 
Al Hajar Mountains 
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Admire the stunning scenery on this stand-out safari 


@ Drive to Wadi Shawka to 
explore natural pools 

@ Continue onto Wadi Helo 
to learn about the natural 
ruins, the haunted site and 
the watch towers 

@ Hike up the mountain to 
enjoy the amazing view of 
the Helo settlement 

@ Enjoy al fresco lunch on 
the East coast at Kalba 

@ After an exciting day, you 
head back to Dubai 


THE FACTS 

How much: Dhs699 
Departures: Sun, Tue, 

and Sat 

Availability: Year-round 
Duration: Full-day 
Transport: Four-wheel-drive 
(sharing) 

Activity: Moderate 

Good to know: Closed 


shoes are rec ommended 


Explore the rugged terrain 


Contact us to book children 


under 135 cm in height as 
special arrangements are 
required 


Follow us 

@) Garabianadventuresofficia 
@ArabianAdventures 

W @arabian_adv 

Tag us: #arabianadventures 


To book, please call 
Arabian Adventures on 
+971 4 303 4992 or visit 
arabian-adventures.com 


THE TOURS i 


SUNRISE SAFARI 


Beat the heat thanks to this perfectly-timed tour 


Arrive to a picturesque star-fent 


Departs from Dubai, 
Sharjah and Ajman. 
Transfers available from 
Umm Al Quwain, Ras Al 
Khaimah and Fujairah 
Watch the sun rise in 

the Dubai Desert 
Conservation Reserve 
(DDCR) for the perfect start 
to the day 

@ Drive to DDCR on the 
outskirts of Dubai in a four- 
wheel drive vehicle 

@ Arrive toa 

picturesque star-tent 

® Watch the beautiful 
sunrise from a pristine desert 
location with a glass of 
bubbly, tea or coffee and a 
delicious breakfast spread 
@ Learn about sustainability 
and conservation efforts 

®@ Enjoy an exciting drive 
through the reserve, where 


you may spot wildlife such 
as Arabian oryx, gazelle and 
the desert fox 

@ Stop for photos 


THE FACTS 

How much: Dhs230 
Departures: Sun, Tue, Thu 
Fri (early morning) 
Availability: Year-round 
Duration: Half-day 
Transport: Four-wheel 
drive (sharing) 

Activity: Moderate 
Good to know: A portion 
of your fee supports 
conservation efforts 

by Dubai Desert 


Conservation Reserve 


To book, please call 
Arabian Adventures on 
+971 4 303 4992 or visit 
arabian-adventures.com 
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SHARJAH HERITAGE TOUR 


Explore the cultural sites of Sharjah, rich in art and tradition, on a half-day tour 


Departs from Dubai, 
Sharjah and Ajman 
Explore the various cultural 
sites of Sharjah, an emirate 
rich in art and tradition, on 
this half-day tour. 

® Visit the magnificent Al 
Noor Mosque and learn 


more about local culture and 


traditions on a guided tour 
®@ Stop for photos at some 
of Sharjah’s most popular 
landmarks, including the 


Blue Souk (Central Souk) and 


Union Monument 

® The architecture of the 
Blue Souk reflects that of a 
traditional Arabian bazaar 
and houses over 600 shops 
selling jewellery, perfume 
and souvenirs 

® The Union Monument 
features seven seashells 
that symbolise the union 
of the seven emirates 
which took place on 

2? December 197] 


®@ Visit Snarjah Museum of 


= 


Islamic Civilization to learn 
about ancient scientific 
discoveries, culture and art, 
and to see the impressive 
selection of 5,000 artefacts 
@ Stop to admire the 
architecturally-stunning 
Cultural Roundabout 


THE FACTS 

How much: Dhs2,175 
Departures: Upon request. 
Languages: A variety of 
languages. 

Availability: Year-round 
Duration: Half-day 
Transport: Car of coach 
Activity: Easy 

Good to know: Hote! 
transfers are included 
Modest dress is required for 
the mosque visit 


This private tour is available 
upon request. To book, please 
call Arabian Adventures 

on +971 4303 4992 or visit 


orabiaor-adventures com 


DXB City Expert 


YOUR GUIDE TO DUBAI'S MUST-HAVE VISITOR EXPERIENCES 


The The 
Tours Food 


The 
Activities 


CITY SIGHTSEEING TOUR 


Explore old and new Dubai, from skyscrapers to beaches and everything in-between 


HIGHLIGHTS 

@ Five sightseeing routes 

@ Audio commentary 

in 11 languages 

@ Complimentary tickets 
| to other attractions 

(see below) 


Explore Dubai at your own 
pace and soak up the city's 
panoramic views as we take 
you on a 'hop-on hop-off 
journey that highlights Dubai's 
top attractions and hidden 
gems or-board our double 
decker buses. Choose a 1, 2 or 
3 Day Pass and enjoy a set of 
exciting inclusions 


THE FACTS 

Days of operation: Daily, from 
9am fo 5.300m 

What's included: The | 


day pass includes fantastic 
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inclusions where you'll learn all 
about marine life at the Dubai 
Mall Aquarium & Underwater 
Zoo with a back of the house 
four, enjoy a 60 minute Dubai 
Creek cruise on a traditional 
Arabian Dhow, brush up on 
your knowledge on Dubai's 
history at the Dubai Museum, 
enjoy an outdoor shopping 
and cultural experience at 
Global Village, explore the 
city by boat on the brand new 
Dubai Canal and take in the 
spectacular views of the Burj 


Khalifa and the city’s skyline 


Good to know: Before your 

1 Day Pass has expired, you 
can upgrade to a 2, 3 or 7 
Day Pass 

Languages: Adult 
commentary includes: Arabic 
English, German, French 
Spanish, Portuguese, Chinese 
Russian, talian, Japanese 
and Korean. Kids commentary 
includes: English and Arabic 
How much: The 1 Day Pass 
is priced at Dhs260 per adult 
and Dhs160 per child; 2 Day 
Pass is Dhs310 per adult 


and Dhs210 per child: 3 Day 


Pass is Dhs350 per adult 

and Dhs250 per child; 7 Day 
Pass is Dhs450 per adult and 
Dhs350 per child. (Children's 
tickets are for those aged 
6-11. Free for infants. All prices 


inclusive of VAT.) 


To book, please visit 
citysightseeing-dubai.com 
or call +971 4 316 7506 


Follow us 


CitySightseeing_ Dubai 
€ CitysightseeingDubai 


THE TOURS 


NIGHT TOUR 


see the city come alive with light that illuminates the night's sky 


HIGHLIGHT Ss Pass by Atlantis, The Palm 


@ Discover two sightseeing 
routes showcasing Dubai 
by night 

@ See all the major sights 
including Burj Khalifa, 
Dubai Festival City and 
Atlantis, The Palm 

@ Audio commentary 

in 11 languages 


Take your seat on 
the open-top bus 


ghtseeing buses On two 


routes for three hours 


Good to know: This tour is 


free when 
Day, 2 Day 
y 


r r 
S| yhtseeing Dubai P 


outes are included In 
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ce and the 
enough time to Go bo 
the traditional souks are Languages: Arabi 
located. Meanwhile German, French, Sp 
the 'Grey Route’ route Portuguese 
showcases the striking Russian, Italian 
skyline, including > Bur] and Korear 
Khalifa, Dubai Marina, So How much: D! 
Madinat Jumeirah and adult and Dh 
Atlantis, The Palm 
of VAT 
THE FACTS 
Days of operation: Daily To book, please visit 
from 7pm citysightseeing-dubai.com 


What’s included: Hop-on or call +971 4 316 7506 


The Food 


Details Ae i icracec raskcuurarts — trom tre weet 
Indian od ts ena meco annie en and authentic Arabic mezze. 
It's little wonder a chefs are falling over themselves to open venues in the city. 
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Considering all the many colourful 
cuisines Dubai has to offer, it may 
come as a surprise to learn that good 
Emirati food is not so easy to come by 
However, slowly but surely, more and 
more authentic Emirati restaurants are 
cropping up across town. An enduring 
favourite is Al Fanar (+971 4 232 9966, 
alfanarrestaurant.com), located along 
Canal Walk in Dubai Festival City Mall 
You can dine outside on floor cushions 
in the traditional majlis or at a table in 
the central courtyard area, which looks 
like a traditional Emirati home. The dishes 
on offer include chicken machboos 
(spiced chicken mixed with rice), grilled 


rr 


shaari fish and jesheed (baby shark 
cooked with onions and punchy spices) 
You'll find camel on the menu at 
Aseelah (+971 4 205 7333, radissonblu 
com) in the Radisson Blu Hotel Dubai 
Deira Creek, alongside other dishes 
made using local ingredients, such 
as a tender Arabian lobster. For an 
insight into the country's heritage, The 
Sheikh Mohammed Centre for Cultural 
Understanding (+971 4 353 6666, 
cultures.ae) offers interactive ‘cultural 
meals’ - so named because guests 
are encouraged to ask questions on 
anything that relates to the Emirati 
culture — prepared by local chefs in 
order to preserve the traditions and 
customs of the Bedouin people. They 


offer a cultural breakfast on Mondays 
and Wednesdays, lunch on Sundays 
and Tuesdays, brunch every Saturday 
and dinner every Tuesday, Advance 
booking is required 


For an authentic desert dining 
experience under the stars, journey 

into the dunes to Al Hadheerah at Bab 
Al Shams Desert Resort & Spa (+971 

4 809 6194, alhadheerah.com). Take 
your pick from 14 live cooking stations 
offering traditional Middle Eastern dishes 
prepared using age-old recipes. Live 
entertainment adds to the ambience 
Open daily from 7.30pm to 11.30pm, with 
fireworks on Thursday and Friday 
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Brunch Nation at The Croft 
Join us for this unique and fun-brunch, inspired 
by a blend of cultures and tastes across the 


Commonwealth. Celebrate food ina social setting, 
where a massive array of dishes hit your table. 


AED 279 per person including selected beverages 
(Original price: AED 399 per person) 


Fridays, 7pmto 10pm e 


Join the Harbour Social Club and enjoy access to special offers, : 
unlock benefits, be the first to know about upcoming events and 
create endless memoriés with us. 


For restaurant reservations, call 971.4.319.4000 
DUBAI MARRIOTT HARBOUR HOTEL & SUITES. 

King Salman Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud Street | Dubai Marina 
Marriottharbourdubaidining.com — 

Gi Dubai Marriott Harbour Hotel & Suites | Bmarridttharbour 


onditions: Quote “City Expert Brunch" while you make the BOOKING to avail the offer. 10TT 
Theaueoorn valid until 29 November 2019. This offer cannot be used iIN:cONnjuNCtioN with any other Sonat ¢ ARBOUR 
offer, promotion or discount and cannot be exchanged for cash. HOTEL & SUITES 


FOODIE DISTRICT 


CITY WALK 

A vibrant mix of cafés, 
restaurants and unique 
boutiques, City Walk is at its 
best at night, when Twinkling 
lights and neon illuminate 
the streets and purposely 
graffitied walls by some of 
the world’s best known street 
artists. Along with DIFC, d3 
and The Pointe, it’s also an 
area that has a few licensed 
venues independent of 
hotels, in The Square. 


Farzi Café (+971 4 394 
2556, farzicafe.ae) puts 
a contemporary twist on 
Indian flavours to produce 
an inventive line-up. Each 
dish is served with creative 
flair, notably the chicken tikka 
masala, which is presented in 
a red telephone box. 

Lima Dubai (+971 56 500 
4571, limadubai.com) is a 
Peruvian hotspot from Virgilio 
Martinez, the chef behind 
Central in Lima, Peru, the sixth 


THE FOOD 


best restaurant on the planet 
according to the coveted 
World's 50 Best Restaurants 
list. Headed by his Central 
protége, Diego Sanchez, the 
top dishes here include an 
incredibly good octopus and 
corn brulee 

Also of note is Toro + Ko (+97) 
4 590 5433, torodubai.com), 
a Barcelona-inspired tapas 
restaurant and bar by awara- 
winning chefs Ken Oringer 
and Jamie Bissonnette. 
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That's a 
good deal 


Meaning "ll leave it up to you’ in 
Japanese, Omakase is a traditional 
menuless sushi restaurant concept 

that delivers a meal to remember. 

While you're in the emirate, why 

not try it yourself thanks to the 
Exceptional Omakase Experience 
at JW Marriott Marquis Dubai? 
Sushi lovers are in for a treat, as the 
chef will whip you up a bespoke 


menu that's sure to impress. Dhs245 


per person. Daily from 6pm to 


midnight. +971 4 414 3000 


A hit among Dubai's sizeable 
Lebanese community, Al Falamanki 
(alfalamanki.com) is an outpost of one 
of Beirut’s most famous restaurants. Like 
the original, this sprawling Jumeirah 
Beach Road branch features indoor 
and outdoor areas, homely décor and 
a soft soundtrack of old-school Arabic 
music. On the menu are hot and cold 
mezze, salads, grills and manakeesh, 
along with a selection of shisha. The 
done thing here is to order a load of 
dishes fo share and settle in for a game 
of backgammon 

Olea (+971 4 341 0000, kempinski.com) 
at Kempinski Hotel Mall of the Emirates 
prides itself on authentic cuisine, thanks 
fo its 14-strong team of chefs drawn from 
Lebanon, Jordan, Syria and Palestine 
Highlights include the lamb kofta, served 


on a |.5m-long skewer 


INCREDIBLE INDIAN 


Few restaurants master modern 
INdian cuisine quite like Masala 


Library by Jiggs Kalra (+97) 4 414 3000 
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jwmarriottmarquisdubailife.com), which 
occupies a vibrant space in JW Marriott 
Marquis Dubai. An export from India 
where it has an army of fans, it serves 
dishes derived from both ancient and 
modern recipes and from every region 
of India. To get a real taste of it, we 
heartily recommend you indulge in the 
great value tasting menu - every bite is 
a delight 

If there’s a sure thing in the restaurant 
industry it’s that an Indian restaurant 
operated by Taj Hotels is going to be 
good, if not very good. Falling very much 
into the latter category, Bombay Brasserie 
(+971 4 438 3100, tajhotels.com) sees chef 
de cuisine Ajay Negi conjure up flavours 
Os vibrant as the restaurant's interiors Bag 
the right table and you'll also take in the 
sight of The Dubai Fountain 

It has hosted A-listers including Sir 
Paul McCartney at its flagship Mumbai 
venue. Now, gastronauts can embark on 
oO spiceaden journey through northern 
India at Khyber at Dukes The Palm, a 
Royal Hideaway Hotel (+971 4 455 111) 


royalhideaway.com). Snag a table on the 
terrace for great views of Dubai Marina 

IN a wonderful, colonial style setting, 
Little Miss India (+971 4 457 3457, 
fairmont.com) at Fairmont The Palm 
excels in housemade spice mixtures and 
Marinades, used to brilliant effect in both 
the food and inspired cocktails, which 
put an Indian spin on classic recipes 

At the other end of the scale there 
are abundant no-frills Indian restaurants 
in the Deira and Bur Dubai areas of the 
city, which whip up authentic dishes for 
a fraction of the price you'll pay at a 
hotel restaurant 

In Karama is Calicut Paragon (+971 
4 449 8560, paragonrestaurant.net) 
- a favourite among the city’s Indian 
chefs, which serves curried Keralan 
seafood specialities - while Rangoli 
Vegetarian Restaurant (+97) 4 35) 
5873, rangolirestaurants.com) in Meena 
Bazaar serves food from the Gujarat 
region of India (imagine platters upon 
platters of delicious thali, which just 


keep coming) 


Occupying a great spot by the water 
in Madinat Jumeirah, Zheng He's (+971 
4 432 3232, jumeirah.com) has been 
around long enough (over a decade) 
to fully master its signature dishes, the 
highlights of which are golden king 
prawns flavoured with Chinese mustard 
and topped with spicy mayo, and the 
duck, which is carved at your table and 
readied for you to roll in plum sauce- 
smothered pancakes 

Another purveyor of high quality 


Chinese classics, yet with a modern spin, 


is Maiden Shanghai (+971 4 455 9989, 
fivehotelsandresorts.com) at FIVE Palm 
Jumeirah, where dramatic views add to 
the ambience. For special occasions, 
request a private dining room 


In Souk Al Bahar, the outdoor terrace 


at Gunaydin (+971 4 554 0700, 
gunaydindubai.com) is a top spot 
for views of Burj Khalifa and, at 
night, The Dubai Fountain. The 
Turkish ‘meatery’ serves meat in 
all its forms: traditional déner, succulent 
kebabs, juicy meatballs, and lovingly 
cooked steaks 

Over at Grosvenor House Hotel, 
Dubai favourite Colin Clague can 
be found working his magic at high 
design Anatolian eatery Ruya (+971 4 
399 9123, ruyadubai.com). Infused with 
caramelised and charcoal flavours, cag 
kebab! (marinated lamb kebab) is the 
pick of the menu 


Showcasing unique regional dishes 
alongside street food favourites 
and authentic yet inventive 
classics, Tong Thai (+971 4 414 3000, 
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jwmarriottmarquisdubailife com) at 
JW Marriott Marquis Dubai, is regularly 
voted the best Thai restaurant in the city 
Signature curries like creamy panang 
kung with tiger prawns and gai phaa 
ka-prao with chilli and hot basil pack 
plenty of depth and flavour, while 
classics like tom yum have been honed 
to perfection. 

You'll arrive at Madinat Jumeirah’s 
Pai Thai (+971 4 432 3232, jumeirah. 
com) via abra, floating across a winding 
waterway. Equally impressive are dishes 
like goong gra tiem prik thai: crispy tiger 
prawns teamed with garlic, coriander 
and a piquant green pepper sauce. 


Beyond the elsewhere-mentioned 
Zuma, Dubai is home to a fair few 
standout Japanese restaurants, 
including an outpost of Nobu. 

Better still, TOMO (+971 4 357 7888, 
tomo.ae) at Raffles Dubai, is helmed 
by chef-owner Chitoshi Takahashi who 
has devised a vast menu of authentic 
Japanese delicacies, best navigated 
with the help of your waiter. 

There’s a fun vibe over at Izakaya at 
JW Marriott Marquis Dubai (+971 4 414 
3000, jwmarriottmarquisdubailife.com). 
For a start, the so-called Wasabi Girl 
(she has wasabi coloured hair) makes 


Marina Social 


the head-blowing Japanese mustard 

at your table. Yet the food is of serious 
quality; plump, fabulously fresh sashimi 
and inventive sushi creations are always 
on the mark. 

Position yourself in full view of the live 
teppanyaki counter at Morimoto Dubai 
at Renaissance Downtown Hotel, Dubai 
(+971 4512 5577, morimotodubai.com), 
which showcases Masaharu Morimoto's 
trademark culinary style, with seasonal 
seafood flown in from markets around 
the world, including Tokyo’s famous 
Tsukiji and Fukuoka fish markets. 


When you crave Asian food in any one 
of its guises, Nowhere does it better 

than the award-toting Mekong (+971 4 
567 8304, dubai-palm.anantara.com) 

at Anantara The Palm Dubai Resort. 

Its lengthy menu includes myriad Thai, 
Chinese and Vietnamese highlights (the 
duck curry is a big hitter), which you 
enjoy on rickshaw-style seating. 

From the team behind the globally 
renowned Taiwanese chain Din Tai Fung 
(the Dubai branch of which you'll find in 
Mall of the Emirates) comes Asian fusion 
gastropub Han Shi Fu (+971 4 0228 1075, 
hanshifudxb.com), a funky spot in the 
Aloft City Center Deira hotel, where the 
handmade din sum is divine. Whatever 


ae 
ee ae 


Morimoto Dubai 
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you choose to order for mains, be sure 
to plump for a side of Grandma Han's 
ginger-laced chicken rice 

Taking her culinary direction from 
the many varied street foods of Korea, 
Thailand, China, Vietnam and Japan, 
Miss Tess (+971 4 438 3121, misstessdubai 
com) brings an element of fun dining to 
Taj Dubai, where the eclecticism of the 
menu is matched by that of the interiors 

Over at the world's tallest five star 
hotel, JW Marriott Marquis, you'll find the 
buzzing Seven Sisters (+971 56 775 4777) 
the Dubai offshoot of the Beirut-based 
original. The extensive offerings from the 
raw bar are a highlight here, but if you're 
sharing dishes then don't overlook the 
appropriately named truffle heaven 
flatbread, 12-hour slow-cooked short ribs 


with a well balanced yakitori sauce 


On Palm Jumeirah, housed in the 
beautiful Dukes The Palm, a Royal 
Hideaway Hotel, is the Great British 
Restaurant, otherwise known as GBR 
(+971 4 455 1101, royalhideaway.com) 
This is the place to come for expertly 


cooked (better than your mum makes) 
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roast dinners with all the trimmings, crispy 
battered chips with feather-light fish, and 
comforting cottage pie fashioned from 


slow cooked beef. Bookend your mains 
with a fabulous coronation chicken and 
a sweet treat such as the quintessentially 
English sticky toffee pudding. E 

At The Croft (+971 4 319 4000, marriott. 
com), Modern British Cuisine with a twist 
s the culinary mantra (try the tongue 
and cheek pie, it's a surprisingly delicious 
revelation). With a focus on sourcing 
nomegrown produce and working with 
local suppliers where possible, the menu 
is packed with the expected and the 
intriguing, with dishes such foie gras- 
stuffed chicken and Chef Sentil's mum's 
curry among the highlights 

The Scene (+971 4 422 2328 


\ 


thescenedubai.com) by TV chef and 


~ Cc » Dire Y . ~ 
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at Pier 7, a hugely popular sever 
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Different to almost anywhere else in the 
Emirates, Miss Lily’s (+971 4 354 4074 
misslilys.;com) brings a true taste of the 


Caribbean to these shores in the form of 
authentic Jamaican dishes. Hailing from 
New York, this is the first international Miss 
Lily's outpost, and it’s earned a reputation 
as something of a gem. Vibrant, fun 
and characterful, the self-styled ‘beach 
shack-meetsJamaican diner boasts a 
number of must-try dishes including jerk 
com arilled with toasted coconut, hot 
pepper lobster and a brilliant king crab 
with Scotch bonnet sauce 

Ting Irie (+971 4 557 5601, tingirie 
com) at Downtown Boulevard offers up 
Jamaican staples in a fun atmosphere 
courtesy of executive chef Craig Wong 
(of Jamaican-Chinese heritage), whose 
CV boasts stints at the multi-Michelin 
starred Alain Ducasse au Plaza Athenee 


and Heston Blumenthal’s Fat Duck 


Greek restaurants are very much in 
vogue in Dubai, with a bounty of 
new openings. Beyond the elsewhere 


mentioned Gaia (Foodie District: DIFC) 
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and Ena (Foodie District: The Pointe), 
which both offer refined Greek fare, 
there are some traditional taverna types 
which are truly excellent. 

Locals will point you towards Elia 
(+971 4 359 8888, dubaimajestic.com), 
a cosy restaurant with a lovely glass 
terrace surrounded by greenery in 
the somewhat incongruous setting 
of the Majestic Hotel in Bur Dubai. 
In the kitchen is Cretan head chef 
Poppy Kourkoutaki, while charming 
restaurant manager (and fellow Crete 
local) Margianna Mavridou heads up 
the front-of-house team. The menu is 
divided into Greek classics - the cheese 
saganaki and chicken souviaki are 
standouts - and more contemporary 
interpretations such as slow-cooked veal 
cheeks with eggplant purée. 

From the same team, Mythos Kouzina 
& Grill (+971 4 399 8166, mythoskouzina. 


INTHE KNOW 


Dinner with 
a view... 


...OF BURJ AL ARAB 
Beachcombers, Jumeirah Beach 
Hotel, +971 4 432 3232, 
jumeirah.com 
Open every day for a Pan-Asian 
buffet dinner, this lively restaurant is 


a family favourite 


...OF BURJ KHALIFA AND 
THE DUBAI FOUNTAIN 
Thiptara, Palace Downtown, +971 
4 888 3444, addresshotels.com 
Robustly flavoured Thai dishes in a 
magical setting - flame-lit and aside 


the Dubai Fountain 


...OF DUBAI MARINA 
101 Dining Lounge and Bar 
One&Only The Palm Dubai, 
+971 440 1010, thepaim. 
oneandonlyresorts.com 
Drink in picture-perfect views while 
enjoying contemporary European 
fare from a menu rubber-stamped 


by super-chef Yannick Alleno 


Le Cirque 


com) feels like a little slice of Santorini 
hidden away in JLT’s Armada Bay Hotel 
Kitted out like a traditional seaside 
taverna with whitewashed walls, rustic 
furniture and light blue banquettes, the 
simple menu is a mix of traditional dishes 
such as keftedakia (meatballs) and 
grilled calamari, together with home- 
style favourites like moussaka. 

It's also whitewashed walls all the 
way at Opa (+971 4 357 0557, fairmont. 
com/dubai/dining/opa), at Fairmont 
Dubai, where the traditions extend to 
plate-smashing and Zorba dancing 
and the homely dishes are executed 
to perfection 


FABULOUS FRENCH 

For decades Le Cirque was New York's 
go-to spot for A-list celebrities and real 
estate tycoons (including a certain Mr 
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Trump). Now at The Ritz-Carlton DIFC, 
Le Cirque (+971 4 372 2444, ritzcartton) 
is proving equally popular. The menu, 
which comes with a hint of Italian 
inspiration, contains just the right number 
of dishes to suggest that each has been 
honed to perfection — the subsequent 
taste test confirms it. A superb lobster 
risotto easily ranks among Dubai's 'must- 
try' dishes, while soft-as-butter Dover sole 
and a chocolate souffle so light it could 
float from your table are among the 
notable highlights 

Regardless of the quality of the food 
they serve, it’s often difficult for Dubai's 
many hotel-run restaurants to shake 
off that hotel restaurant vibe. So it’s to 
places like Bistrot Bagatelle (+97) 4 354 
5035, bagatelledubai.com) we locals 
go for a hefty side of atmosphere to 
enjoy with our food at weekends. Let 
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your waiter guide you through the menu 
highlights, such as a to-die-for black 
truffle pizza and spicy lobster linguine. 
You'll find it inside the Fairmont Dubai. 
I's French farmhouse fare in a French 
farmhouse-style setting at the otherwise 
refined Bleu Blanc by David Myers 
(+971 4512 5533, marriottcom). From a 
wonderful wood-fired grill centrepiece 
comes the likes of black angus butcher's 
cuts, charred king prawns and the 
ncredibly good king crab leg - sweet 
and tender flesh balanced with salty 
capers. You'll find this slice of Provence 
at the Renaissance Downtown Hotel 


f you're keen to dine with the of sand 


between your toes, book a table at Fish 
Beach Taverna (+971 451] 7139. fish 


QubDGIi.cory Nitt rustic Mediterranean 
feel, this restaurant is on the water's 
edge tla Méric lien M na Sevahi Reac ™ 
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Rockfish (+971 4 432 3232, jumeirah 
com) which does a mighty fine line in 
crudo — the yellow fin tuna with black 
truffle is particulary good. As is the salt- 
crusted sea bass, a main dish to share 
with a side of sauteed potatoes and 
wonderful sea views 

At Le Royal Méridien Beach Resort 
& Spa, Geales (+971 4 316 5550 
leroyalmeridien-dubai.com), a spin off 
from the London location, showcases 
fresh catches on ice backed up by a 
menu of comfort food staples, such as 
fish and chips, as well as a rather good 
seafood tagliatelle, that comes laced 


with plump prawns and chunky cod 


JW Marriott Marquis Dubai is 

home to arguably Dubai's best 
ttalian — Positano (+971 4 414 3000 
jwmarriottmarquis¢ JUbailife.com) 
The restaurant does the full range of 
ttalian staples exceptionally well, sO 
you don't have to look bey“ Nd the 
likes of ricotta and spinach ravioli, in 
a wonderful roasted tomato sauce 
However, the saffron risotto with slow 
braised ossobuco takes some topping 
t's traditional Tuscan recipes all 


the way at the ever ex ellent 
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Bateaux Dubai 


ll Borro Tuscan Bistro (+971 4 275 2555, 
ilborrotuscanbistro.ae), within the 
grounds of Jumeirah Al Naseem Hotel. 
The restaurant operates its own farm 
back in Italy, from which many of the 
ingredients are used in dishes here. The 
house-made pastas are particularly 
good - try the pumpkin tortelli with 
Umbrian truffle. Bellissimo, 

Tomo Subito (+971 4 245 5555) at W 
Dubai — The Palm is Massimo Bottura’s first 
venue outside Italy. Owner/chef of the 
three-Michelin-star Osteria Francescana 
in Modena (currently ranked the world's 
best restaurant), Bottura has implanted 
a more laid back, overtly colourful 
restaurant aside the sea here (think 
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vibrant walls, hanging Polaroids, names 
in lights, beachballs) inspired by the 
Italian Riviera of the 1960s. Quirks include 
a photo booth for diners to capture the 
moment, as well as the chance to take a 
pedalo out to sea, armed with a freshly 
cooked pizza and bottle of fizz. 

A Dubai birthed concept from 
ttalian expats, Matto (+971 4 444 1335, 
mattodubai.com) at The Oberoi, 
Business Bay, indulges its diners in 
authentic recipes that have been 
handed down through generations of 
home cooks. The result? Pasta dishes 
to die for - we recommend the ragu 
e carciofi (homemade ricotta cheese 
gnocchi, lamb ragu, and deliciously 


crispy artichokes), Likewise, you'd expect 
the Htalian restaurant at Palazzo Versace 
Dubai to a showstopper, and thanks to 
chef de cuisine Marco Legittimo that’s 
exactly what Vanitas (+971 4 556 8820, 
palazzoversace.ae) is. Do bring your 
appetite; don't leave without trying the 
indulgent lobster agnolotti 


With an open kitchen, funky murals 
and baskets hanging from its high 
ceilings, Salero Tapas & Bodega 

(+971 4 341 0000, kempinski.com) at 
Kempinski Mall of the Emirates looks 
more hipster eatery than traditional 
tapas joint. However, the Spanish staff, 
led by head chef Oscar Leon, ensure 
the no-nonsense, garlic-smothered 
tapas are entirely authentic. There’s a 
great selection of tapas to order, such 
as Galician-style octopus, along with 
three types of paella 


There is currently fierce competition in 
Dubai for the tag of the city’s best Latin 
American restaurant, and in the thick of it 
is Waka (+971 4 444 1455, waka.ae) at The 
Oberoi, Dubai. Here, Chef Roberto Segura 
dishes up authentic Latin American 
flavours combined with Japanese 
seasonings and using French techniques 
It has some of the best ceviche in the city 
but make sure you start with a bow! of 
Wakamole to share. Their welcome twist is 
the use of smoked avocado 

While you'll be right to love Coya (+971 
4 316 9600, coyarestaurant.com) at the 
Four Seasons Resort Dubai on Jumeirah 
Beach (in particular, its Arroz Nikkei - a 
mix of Chilean sea bass, rice, lime and 
chilli - is fabulous), we're also a fan of 
Muchahas Mexican Cantina (+971 4 327 
5878, muchachasdubai.com) an off-the- 
radar but hipster hotspot within Holiday 
Inn Express, Safa 

Over at Grosvenor House in Dubai 
Marina, pan-Latin restaurant Toro Toro 
(+971 4 317 6000, torotoro-dubai.com) is 
overseen by South American chef 
Richard Sandoval, who delivers 


authentic, on-note dishes 
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There’s No shortage of retail therapy in Dubai, from mega malls to edgy concept stores 
and traditional souks. The main malls are open until late - The Dubai Mall, for instance, is open 


from 10am to midnight, every day of the week - enjoy! 
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MEGA MALLS 

Supersizing the retail scene since 

the early noughNties, the city’s huge 
shopping malls invite you to slip on 
your comfiest sneakers and pound the 
marbled walkways. With more than 
1,300 stores (and counting), The Dubai 
Mall (800 38 224 6255, thedubaimall 
com) is the grande dame of the city's 
shopping scene, offering fashion and 
entertainment in epic proportions 

Its luxury shopping district, Fashion 
Avenue, is a high-end repository of 
style with more than 150 fabulous 
shopping and dining experiences 

to delight, including the likes of Dior, 
Chanel, and Fendi. For haute beauty 
buys, Perfumery & Co is the place fo 
go. After restocking your dressing table, 
click your heels together a la Dorothy 
and transport yourself to Level Shoes 
for designer heels, before loading 

up on even more luxury labels at 
anchor brands Bloomingdale’s and 
Galeries Lafayette Dubai, which has a 
dedicated glamour area showcasing 
the wares of coveted designers such as 
Carolina Herrera and Jason Wu 


Another power player, Mall 
of the Emirates (+971 4 409 9000, 
malloftheemirates.com) has a hands- 
free shopping service, so you can drop 
off your bulging bags at designated 
points and have them delivered to 
your hotel. It'll free you up to continue 
exploring its four floors, anchored by 
‘absolutely fabulous’ department store 
Harvey Nichols - Dubai and the high- 
end Fashion Dome. Once you're all 
shopped out, you can hit the slopes at 
indoor ski resort Ski Dubai 

Dubai Creek has its very own Mega 
mall experience at Dubai Festival City 
(800 332, dubaifestivalcitymall.com) 
where mid-range brands rub shoulders 
with the Singapore-born department 
store Robinsons where you'll find a 
collection of exclusive fashion labels 
Located on the waterfront with a 
dedicated promenade, take time out 
from browsing this mall’s 400 stores for a 
dhow boat ride or to watch the nightly 
fire, light and water show 

At the other end of the city, fronting 
a vibrant waterfront residential area, 
Dubai Marina Mall (+971 4 436 1020, 
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dubaimarinamall.com) is a no brainer 
if you're looking to shop at a more 
leisurely pace. It's compact compared 
to the city's larger retail havens, yet 
is peppered with a trendy selection 
of high-street brands and a chilled 
collection of restaurants, many with 
outdoor terrace seating ideal for a 
lingering lunch overlooking the water. 
The only themed mega mall in the 
city, Ibn Battuta Mall (+971 4 390 9999, 
idnbattutamall.com) pays architectural 
homage to the travels of the legendary 
Arab explorer of the same name with 
a succession of interlinked spaces 
reflecting global culture, from China to 
India. Wander through the dedicated 
exhibition before letting loose in the 
400-plus stores, hitting the lanes of the 
busy bowling alley or catching a movie. 


MINI MALLS 


Not enough time (or patience) to trawl 
the jumbo malls? Dubai's growing 
community of suburban mini malls will 
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hit the spot. Kick-start your mall crawl 
opposite Burj Al Arab on Jumeirah 
Beach Road at the aptly named The 
Mall (+971 4 348 4848, themall.co.ae), 
which is home to a coterie of 55 hand- 
selected retailers, including French 
fashion brand Escales, luxury leather 
brand Native and Suit Express, where 
you can get a made-to-measure suit 
whipped up in just five days. 

Further along the road, a stone’s 
throw from Jumeirah Corniche, is Sunset 
Mall (+971 4 330 7333, sunsetmall. 
ae). Be sure to pay a visit to Dar Sara 
Boutique, which plays host to various 
hip international and local designs. 

With more than 140 stores to explore, 
the Italian Renaissance themed 
Mercato Mall (+971 4 344 4705, 
mercatoshoppingmall.com) is another 
top stop-off. Label lovers should check 
out pre-owned designerwear store 
Bagatelle, while there's also plenty of 
popular high-street stores for a fast fix 
Hugging a corner spot on the adjacent 


Al Was! Road is the boutique Galleria 
Mall (+971 4 344 4434, galleria-mall. 
ae) where hip stores, such as trendy 
Californian beachwear label Beach 
Bunny, Zayan The Label and Saucette 
(the kidswear offshoot of successful 
local brand Sauce), cater to a well- 
heeled clientele. 

If you're passing by Palm Jumeirah, 
Golden Mile Galleria (+97) 4 390 
9999, goldenmilegalleria.com) calls 
with its curated selection of lifestyle 
stores, cafés and restaurants along the 
elegantly arched walkway. Fitting for 
its location, it stocks a good selection 
of beachwear. And you can stop by 
Ajmal Perfumes for some fragrant oud 


AN OPEN-AIR RETAIL AFFAIR 
A growing number of al fresco 
shopping spots add plenty of outdoor 
character to the retail scene, from plush 
European-style boulevards to artisan 
markets selling handicrafts you can't 
find anywhere else. At La Mer (800 637 


227, lamerdubai.ae), stylish boutiques, 
like Via Rodeo and Trina Turk, rub 
shoulders with cool cafés along a strip 
of golden sand off Jumeirah 

Beach Road. 

Over at Dubai Creek, Al Seef (800 
637227, alseef.ae) delivers a cultural 
vibe with its setting inspired by a 
traditional Arabian neighbourhood. 
Here, you can pick up everything from 
fashion accessories to perfumes and 
Emirati handicrafts. 

For a more modern feel, City Walk 
(+971 4 317 3999, citywalk.ae) has a 
profusion of funky designer-centric 
boutiques such as Karl Lagerfeld, 
Michael Kors, and Whistles, among 
others, as well as upmarket Parisian 
department store Le BHV Marais. 

Nearby on Al Was! Road, BoxPark 
(+971 4 317 3999, boxpark.ae) draws a 
hip crowd to its shipping containers, 
housing contemporary fashion from the 
likes of Urbanist and OnePiece. 

At the Dubai Marina end of town, 
The Beach at JBR (+971 80 063 7227, 
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thebeach.ae) blends boho chic 
market action with holiday-accessories- 
oriented stores, including Sauce 
On-Sea, bordered by an esplanade 
packed with family-friendly eateries 
and attractions. 


COOL CONCEPT STORES 
It's hardly surprising that, with around 
200 nationalities residing in Dubai, 
international design influences are 
making their mark on the city with a 
growing cadre of cool concept stores. 
Nestled in the heart of old Jumeirah 
is Comptoir 102 (+971 4 385 4555, 
comptoir102.com). The boutique- 
meets-organic-café concept is a 
hidden treasure for discerning shoppers 
with its curated eclectic mix of fashion, 
jewellery, interior design and furniture 
pieces from around the globe. 
Popular creative hub Dubai Design 
District (d3) is home to some of the best, 
chiefly The Cartel (+971 55 725 1189). 
Founded by May Barber, it champions 
emerging and talented designers from 
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around the world, including exclusives 
from international fashion brands, 

Equally edgy is O Concept Store (+97) 
4 345 5557) in Jumeirah, which combines 
fashion and art and attracts young 
and passionate designers, artists and 
collectors from all over the world. 

The Edit (+971 4 332 0324), housed in a 
converted villa on Al Was! Road, stocks 
choice ready-to-wear from cult clothing 
brands, including Paper London, Acler 
and AQ/AQ, plus statement jewellery, 
accessories and beauty products. There's 
also a fab coffee bar downstairs and 
pop-ups, and art exhibitions upstairs. 

For the latest streetwear trends, 
check out the Amongst Few flagship 
store on the Palm Strip (+971 4 386 9221, 
amongstfew.com). It has a stellar roster of 
local collections and independent labels, 
with a café next door serving deliciously 
heathy nibbles. 

With a flagship store at City Walk II, 
Bambah (+971 55 224 1538, bambah. 
com) is the place to go for statement 
pieces guaranteed to inject some fun 


Gomptoir 102 
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into your wardrobe -— think generous 
ruffles, oversized bows and colourful 
floral prints. The brainchild of UAE-based 
designer Maha Abdul Rasheed, it's easy 
to see why stars such as Emma Roberts 
are fans. 


The region’s young design guns are 
taking the fashion world by storm and 
many homegrown Emirati and Middle 
Eastern brands are thriving. Haute 
couture luminary Rami Al Ali rules 
the regional high-end fashion roost 
from his Al Was! Road villa (+971 4 394 
5607, ramialali.com). A Paris Fashion 
Week regular who is known for his 
ultra-feminine gowns, you can book 
a personal consultation at his atelier 
or check out his ready-to-wear line at 
Harvey Nichols — Dubai 

Another respected designer, Furne 
One launched his avant garde label 
Amato Couture in the UAE in 2002 and 
has an A-list following, including Heidi 
Klum, Beyoncé, and Jennifer Lopez, 


among others. You can shop the stand- 


alone Amato Luxe boutique located at 
Dubai Design District (+971 4 443 2449 


amatoluxe.com) - think floral-inspired 
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bomber jackets, billowing dresses and 
ethereal sweeping lace jackets in a 
pastel palette. 

The local branch of French fashion 
institute Esmod Dubai is responsible for 
a wave of fresh graduate talent and 
you'll be pleased to learn that it has its 
own dedicated retail outlet, Pélette 
Concept Store (+971 50 356 2650, 
@polette.dubai), at City Walk. It's the 
only retail start-up platform in the 
world to launch university students’ 
fashion brands. What's more, it 
continues to stock pieces from 
celebrated alumni, including Canella 
Hostal, so shopping there is a little like 
picking up the wearable version of a 
future Picasso. 

More homegrown talent is in favour 
with the A-list, with bold designs by 
Dubai-based Madiyah Al Sharai 
receiving the nod of approval by 
actress Sofia Vergara, among others 
Make a beeline for her collections, 
which are available at Symphony 
in The Dubai Mall (+971 4 310 6904 
bysymphony.com) 

Nathalie Trad (+971 50 483 4202 
nathalietrad.com) is another one to 


watch. Born in Beirut and raised in 
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Dubai, this innovative designer, who 
was mentored by Proenza Schouler, 
creates innovating, sculptural, wearable 
works of art. You can find her pieces at 
Bloomingdale's at The Dubai Mall 


Few of us can afford a trip to Savile Row 
and Dubai’s community of nimble- 
fingered tailors and seamstresses is a 
great alternative. Local fabric stores are 
in abundance and you can have a 
made-to-measure suit or dress whipped 
up in just a few days. The traditional go- 
to area for wallet-friendly sharp tailoring 
is Karama, where Dream Girl Tailors 
(+971 4 388 0070) is a long-standing 
favourite among ladies who lunch 

Elsewhere, homegrown bespoke 
menswear brand Benjamin Siggers 
(+971 4518 2669, benjaminsiggers.com) 
has mastered the art of perfecting the 
details that make a quality suit. Teaming 
traditional Italian style with personalised 
craftsmanship, these visiting tailors can 
come to you for a fitting 

Alternatively, you can follow in 
the footsteps of tennis legend Roger 
Federer, who has had an outfit whipped 


up by the master tailoring team at 


Threads & Tailors (+971 4 347 7719, 
threadsanctailors.com) in Al Barsha, 
which specialises in made-to-measure 
suits and shirts at reasonable prices. 

For custom shirts, Bombay Shirt 
Company, in Central Park Towers, DIFC 
(+971 4 240 0778, bombayshirts.com), lets 
you select every detail, from the fabric 
to the thread and the buttons, with 
precise measurements taken to ensure 
a perfect fit. 


SERRE? F 


While the discount store phenomenon 
hasn't quite made it to Dubai, there are 
still bargains to be had. A 30-minute taxi 
ride out of town, Dubai Outlet Mall (+971 
4 423 4666, dubaioutletmall.com) is a 
repository for previous season style. Bag 


an affordable new wardrobe from high- 


street names like Monsoon and Mango 
or head to Priceless for designer finds 

lf you're more a fan of Paris Fashion 
Week than Primark, The Outlet Village 
(+971 4 317 3999, theoutietvillage 
ae) in Jebel Ali is your best bet. Three 
department stores and more than 
125 top brands including Hugo Boss, 
Michael Kors, Juicy Couture and Fred 
Perry can be found inside its Tuscan 
inspired interior. Stylish piazza cafés add 
to the Halian vibe 

lf you have a soft spot for French 
fashion, check out So Chic (+971 52 661 
8222, sochic.ae) at Home and Soul on 
Al Was! Road. Raid the rails bursting 
with preoved designer clothes and 
accessories sourced from the best 
wardrobes of Dubai 

Running parallel to Al Was! Road 
is Beach Road, at the south end of 


which you'll find Garderobe (+971 4 394 


2753, garderobe.ae). It sells pre-owned 
fashion from all the biggest brands 
- Gucci, Dior, Luis Vuitton ~ and Is 
particularly strong 
on pre-owned Chanel, both clothing 
and accessories 

RETOLD (+971 4 297 6777, 
shopretold.com) on Umm Sugeim 
Road is also brimming with pre-loved 
steals, from high-street to high-end, all 
from the wardrobes of the emirate’s 
stylish residents 


The emirate is famous for its atmospheric 
souks, which are a treasure trove for 
everything from gold jewellery to 
aromatic spices, Put your bargaining 
skills to the test (it’s a sure thing) at the 
glittering Dubai Gold Souk on the Deira 
side of Dubai Creek. A hub for gold 
traders since the 1930s, its 300 or so 
shops are thronged by tourists seeking a 
gilded buy (Arabic name necklaces are 
a popular choice). It's easy to arrive by 
taxi, but if you really want to ‘go local’, 
hop aboard a motorised abra at Bur 
Dubai Abra Station and set sail for Deira 
Old Souk Abra Station (operating from 
6am to midnight, Dns] per person per 
trip, see rta.ae) 

Close by, the blink and you'll miss it 
Spice Souk is home to a fragrant clutch 
of market stalls fronted by hessian sacks 
overflowing with aromatic spices 

For a fragrant buy of a different 
kind, head to the Perfume Souk, which 
is great for getting your hands on the 
traditional Arabian scent, oud, as well 
as potent essential oils. Dubai Textile 
Souk, on the opposite bank of Dubai 
Creek, is a fabric nirvana for shoppers 


with an eye on bespoke tailoring 
The colourful souk has everything 
from swathes of sari silk to bolts of 
embroidered cotton 
Another treasure trove for jewellery, 
Gold & Diamond Park (+971 4 362 7777, 
goldanddiamondpark.com) on Sheikh 
Zayed Road is home to more than 90 
retailers showcasing sparkling buys at 
competitive prices. Plus, you can have 
your own designs Custom-made at 
the hands of beautifully skilled local 
artisans. Just tell them what you want, 
and then negotiate the best price 
Designed in the style of an authentic 
Arabian marketplace Souk Madinat 
Jumeirah (+971 4 366 8888, jumeirah 
com), is a firm favourite among tourists, 
with its labyrinthine lanes lined with 
barrows and stalls selling souvenirs, 
jewellery, oud and other trinkets 
Similarly, Souk Al Bahar 
(+971 4 362 7011/12, soukalbahar.ae) 
in Downtown Dubai has over 100 
shops, many of which are situated 
on the waterfront promenade on the 
fringes of Burj Lake, offering everything 
from carpets to handicrafts, jewellery, 
art and perfume 
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FEEL ON TOP OF THE WORLD 
No prizes for guessing what is Dubai's 
number one visitor attraction. At 456 
metres above sea level, the observation 
decks at the world’s tallest tower, At the 
Top, Burj Khalifa may not invite you all 
the way to the tip — that would be the 
radio mast at 828 metres — but they re 
high enough to give you a head rush 
Step inside the high-speed elevator and 
be transported in the blink of an eye 

to the entry point on Level 124, where 
you can zoom in on the world below 
through high-powered telescopes, 
before moving up anothertevel for 
panoramic views of the ever-developing 
city. At the Top, Burj Khalifa SKY ticket 
holders can climb further towards the 
clouds to Level 148, home to the world’s 
highest observation deck with an 
Outdoor terrace (it's 555 metres high, in 
case you were wondering) At the Top 
opens for sunrise sessions from 5.30am 
Advance bookings via +971 4 303 


lua 
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4992, arabian-adventures.com or City 
Sightseeing Dubai kiosks at major malls 


ALL THE FUN OF 

THE DUBAI FOUNTAIN 
Lights, camera, action... Now just ada 
water. The world's tallest performing 
fountain, The Dubai Fountain is the 
definitive crowd-pleaser. Thousands 
of robotic jets, hidden beneath the 
30-acre Burj Khalifa lake, shoot water 
500 feet into the air - the equivalent 


of a 50-storey building — while colour 


The Dubai Fountain 


projectors work their magic The 
mesmerising performances are set toa 
rotating musical repertoire featuring the 
recorded likes of Andrea Bocelli, as well 
as Arabic and world music. Whether 
you're seeing it for the first or the 50’ 
time, it’s sure to give you goosebumps 
Shows take place daily from |pm 
1.30pm (1.30pm-2pmM on Fri) and every 
30 minutes from 6pm to midnight 


Plump for a prime viewing sp‘ yt from a 
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At the Top, Burj Khalifa 
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lakeside restaurant table or catch it for 
free from the Waterfront Promenade. 
Those after a premium view can 
step onto the floating The Dubai 
Fountain Boardwalk for a stroll past 
all the action - you'll be just nine 
metres away from the jets at its closest 
point. Open from 5pm-11pm daily. 
Alternatively, you can set sail on the 
Dubai Fountain Lake Ride for the 
ultimate view from an abra. Operating 
daily from 5.45pm-11.30pem (the last 
boat departs half an hour prior to 
closing). Visit burjkhalifa.ae. 


DELVE INTO HISTORY 
Peel back the shiny sweetie wrapper 
that defines modern-day Dubai and 


discover the city’s rich cultural heritage. 


Step back in time with a visit to Al 
Fahidi Historical Neighbourhood (+971 
4 353 9090, dubaiculture.gov.ae) on 
the bank of Dubai Creek. In the early 
1900s the area was populated by 
affluent merchants and traders and 
bordered by Al Fahidi Fort, which now 
houses Dubai Museum. Its collection 
of beautifully preserved traditional 
wind tower homes have evolved into 


museums, art galleries and Cultural 
spaces connected by a maze of 
winding alleyways and quiet Courtyards. 
Over in Jumeirah, Etihad Museum 
(etinadmuseum.dubaiculture.ae) offers 
a review of contemporary history by 
telling the story of the 1971 formation 
of the United Arab Emirates through a 
compelling curation of photographs, 
films, documents, artefacts and 
interactive displays. Located next to 
Union House, the striking structure 
resembles a manuscript, with seven 
tapering columns representing the pens 
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Dubai Garden Glow 


Switching on the ligh 
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fifth season, Dubai's popular 


glow-in-the-dark garden 
illumi ating Zabeel Park for 
the winter months. Featuring 
attractions and sculptur 
made by artists from around 
the world, using millions of 
energy-saving light bulbs ana 
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Dubai Frame 


Ised fo sign 


Open daily from 8am-]l0om. Dhs25 for 


adults, Dhs10 for st 


the unification agreement 
Idents and free for 
children under five 

At Dubai Frame (dubaiframe.ae) in 


Zabeel Park, you'll be guided through 
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and Dhs20 for children (aged 3-12) 
Under threes go free 


WORKS OF ART 


Dubai has a thriving art scene that 

runs the full gamut of styles and 
nfluences. Hip art hub Alserkal Avenue 
(+971 50 556 9797, alserkalavenue 


ae) in Al Quoz, « 


omprises more than 


60 art, design and creative spaces 
luding galleries The Third Line 

(+971 4 341 1367. thethirdline com) 
) istot ery + ‘| 


= a oe “a 


~ “pe — = 
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346 8148, custotgallerydubai.ae) 
Over, in Dubai International Financia 
Centre (DIFC), there are several art 
galleries, each attuned to its swanky 
surrounds, including an outpost of 
the internationally renowned: Opera 
Gallery (+971 4 323 0909, operagallery 
com), home to some magnificent 


contemporary art pieces, and The 


Empty Quarter (+97) 4 323 


theemptyquarter com), the city’s only 

space that's devoted exclusively to fine 
ry + hs r ryh 
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A game-changer for Dubai's 
contemporary art scene, Jameel 
Arts Centre (+971 4 873 9800, 
jameelartscentre.org) is making 
waves as the country's first non-profit, 
non-government cultural destination 
Located on the Jaddof waterfront, 
the museum is home to striking 
curated commissions, projects and 
solo and group exhibitions drawn 
from both the Art Jameel Collection 
and collaborations with regional and 
international artists. Open Sat-Thur from 
~ 10am- 8pm, Fri 12 om-10pm 

Street art initiatives are also adding 
new creative impetus to the city’s 
public spaces. Check out the Dubai 
Walls project (dubaiwalls.com) at City 
Walk where the work of 16 renowned 
artists including Ron English, Nick 
Walker and Blek Le Rat take pride 
of place. Similarly, the Dubai Street 
Museum project on 2nd December 
Street in Satwa draws on themes from 


the UAE's history and heritage for an 
eye-catching stroll 


CATCH A SHOW 


For an evening out, it doesn’t get much 
more glamorous than tickets to Dubai 
Opera (+971 4 440 8888, dubaiopera 
com), which offers an impressive line- 
up of local and international operatic, 
ballet and musical productions 
The building itself is an architectural 
wonder, with its dhow-shaped design 
by Janus Rostock a stylish tribute to 
Dubai's maritime history 

Another must-see is the emirate’s first 
in-residence show, La Perle by Dragone 
(advance bookings via +971 4 303 
4992, arabian-adventures.com). Staged 
inside a purpose-built, state-of-the-art 
aqua theatre in Al Habtoor City, the 
performance is awash with aerial feats 
and cutting-edge technology - it's 
the only place in Dubai where it rains 
indoors. Performances take place at 
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7pm and 9.30epm Tue to Fri, and at 4om 
and 7pm on Sat 

The Rotunda (+971 4 556 6666, 
rotundadubai.com) at Caesars 
Palace Bluewaters Dubai, welcomes 
an electric roster of live acts and 
immersive shows to its 500-seat, 
360-degree viewing venue inspired by 
Rome's famous Pantheon, Drawing 
on the 50-year legacy of its Las Vegas 
cousin, an annual calendar of events 
sees legendary headliners, theatre 
acts, mind-blowing magicians and 
comedians take to the stage 


SPLASH AROUND 

Belly flops and swan dives are par for 
the course at Dubai's gold standard 
water parks, with fun for water babies 
of all ages. Located in front of the 
sail-shaped Burj Al Arab, Wild Wadi 
Waterpark (advance booking via +97] 
4 303 4992, arabian-adventures.com) 
was first on the scene, and remains 


Wild Wadi 


a popular choice with over 30 rides 
and attractions. From kid-friendly slides 
and the relaxing lazy river to the truly 
terrifying Jumeirah Sceirah (which 
propels you to speeds of 80 km/h), it’s 
wet and wild all the way. Open daily 
from 10am-6om. 

Over on the crescent of Palm 
Jumeirah, Aquaventure Waterpark 
(advance booking via +971 4 303 
4992, arabian-adventures.com or City 
Sightseeing Dubai kiosks at major 
malls) at Atlantis The Palm delivers 17 
hectares of H2O action. Dare to make 
the dramatic descent that is the Leap 
of Faith, jump in o two-person inner 
tube and journey through the Tower 
of Neptune to a shark-filled lagoon, or 
relax in a private, poolside cabana 

Open daily from 10am to sunset 


Laguna Waterpark located in the hip 
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La Mer neighbourhood (800 637 227, 
lagunawaterpark.com), which has four 
different zones — Splash, Slide, Surf and 
Relax - and all manner of hair-raising 
rides to hurl yourself down. The central 
Water Slide Tower is at the heart of the 
action, with a host of cool attractions, 
including five rides, plus a family zone, 
lazy river, and pool lounge with swim-up 
juice bar. The star attraction, however, 
is the WaveOz 180 Florider - the first of 
its kind in the region - where you can 
tackle the competition-level wave on a 
body board or stand-up board. Open 
daily from 10am-8pm. It also has a 
children’s zone featuring an AquaPlay 
and Splash Pad. Tickets cost from 
Dhs125 on the door 

In Jebel Ali, Legoland Water Park 
(advance bookings via +971 4 303 


4992, arabian-adventures.com) at 


Dubai Parks and Resorts is designed 
especially for families with kids aged 
two to 12. Slide, splash and swim 
through 15 Lego-inspired water slides, 
raft rides and pools. You can even 
construct your own Lego raft to help 
you on your way. Winter opening hours 
are 10am-6pm daily 

For something on a smaller scale 
head to JBR where you can find 
Aqua Fun (aquoafun.de). This epic 
inflatable water park challenges you 
to run, jump and slide your way past 
more than 72 obstacles without falling 
off. Open daily from 9am-7pm. From 
Dhs 150, or Dhs120 for kids 


BEACH AND POOL ACTION 
Want to feel the sand between your 
toes? If you're not staying on the 


beach, or simply fancy a change of 


Wellness Haven at Saray Spa. 


Renew for the journey ahead. 
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HIT THE TRACK 


Supercars are a common 
sight in Dubai - even the 
police force has a Bugatti 
Veyron and a Lamborghini 


Aventador, among other cars, 


in its fleet - and motoring 
fans will be pleased to learn 
that you can do more than 
snap a selfie next to these 
gleaming vehicles. At Dubai 
Autodrome (+971 4 806 2220, 
dubaiautodrome.com) you 
can slip behind the wheel 

of a Ferrari 458 Challenge, 
Formula DXB single seater or 
Audi R8 V10, among other 
supercars. Track experiences 
combine classroom and 
behind-the-wheel training 
from a professional racing 
driver, before you're let loose 


to do a few laps on your own. 


The complex is also home 
to Dubai Kartdrome, which 
has an indoor and outdoor 
circuit suitable for those 
aged seven and above. The 
1,.2-kilometre-long outdoor 
circuit is designed for more 
confident drivers who can 
definitely test their mettle on 
its challenging 17 corners, 
tunnel and bridge and take 
on the fierce competition. 
Simply arrive and drive. 
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scenery, there are plenty of places fo 
head to. The emirate's newest stretch 
of beach, La Mer (meraas.ae) in 
Jumeirah 1, features more than 130 
shops, cafés and restaurants flanked 
by 2.5 kilometres of sandy coastline. 
Kite Beach (kitebeach.ae) at the 
Umm Sugeim end of Jumeirah Beach 
Road is a firm favourite among the 
kite-surfing fraternity (lessons available), 
with a community vibe centred 
around a clutch of on-trend cafés and 
family-friendly facilities, such as XDubai 


Skatepark and XPark Jr. adventure park. 


For a dash of glamour, The Beach 
at JBR (+971 4 317 3999, thebeach.ae) 
is sure to appeal, with its meandering 
walkway bisecting a profusion of cafés, 
restaurants and shops and a stunning 
stretch of sand with a premium view 
of the under-construction Ain Dubai 
observation wheel. 

If you're more of a beach club 
devotee, there are plenty of exclusive 
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DRIFT Beach E 


spots to chill at, including Cove Beach 
on Bluewaters Island (+971 05 454 6920, 
covebeach.com). Laze on an oversized 
daybed by the shore or the pool, grab 
a bite at the restaurant or order a 
sharing dish from the Sea Lounge for 
the perfect beach day. From Dhs100 to 
Dhs700, depending on bed type and 
the day of the week. Open daily from 
llam-3am. 

Unwind by the outsized infinity pool 
and lap up the lush view of Dubai 
Marina's skyscraper studded skyline at 
DRIFT Beach Dubai (+971 4 315 2200, 
driftbeachdubai.com), One&Only 
Royal Mirage, Dubai. Take your pick 
from the drinks menu curated by 
award-winning mixologist Eric Ballard 
and indulge in classic Provencal cuisine 
at the restaurant. The pool and beach 
are open daily from 10.30am-8pm. 

In the shadow of Burj Al Arab at 
Jumeirah Al Naseem, Summersalt (+971 
4 432 3232, jumeirah.com) is a prime, 


sophisticated and stylish spot to pull up 
a sunbed. The music here is kept on 
the quiet side in aid of the pervading 
chilled out vibe - and i's all the better 
for it. The beach club is open from 
Jam-9pm 


MEET THE MARINE LIFE 

Dunk your head beneath the surface 
to discover more cool attractions 
Home to over 65,000 marine animals, 
The Lost Chambers Aquarium 
(advance bookings via #971 4 303 
4992, arabian-adventures.com or City 
Sightseeing Dubai kiosks at major 
malls) at Atlantis The Palm, Dubal will 
enchant visitors of all ages. If has over 
20 themed exhibits housing marine 
creatures from all over the world. Book 
a behind-the-scenes tour or be brave 
and dive with sharks. Open daily from 
10am-1l0pm 


Besides its retail pull, The Dubai Mall is 
home to Dubai Aquarium & Underwater 
Zoo (advance booking +971 4 303 
4992, arabian-adventures.com or City 
Sightseeing Dubai kiosks at major malls), 
one of the largest suspended aquariums 
on the planet. Marvel at more than 
70 different marine species including 
some 300 sharks and rays, or rent some 
scuba gear and sidie up alongside the 
inhabitants of the 10-million-itre tank (No 
diving experience required) Meanwhile, 
the z00 offers a peek at the habits of 
other watertoving creatures, such as 
penguins and giant spider crabs. The 
star of the show, however, is the mean 
looking 750kg King Croc. Open daily 
from 10am to 12pm 


SWING INTO ACTION 
Most of the world’s golfing greats 
have teed off on Dubai's flawless 
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fairways and the emirate is recognised 
as a major golf destination. The first 
all-grass championship golf course 
in the Middle East when it opened in 
1988, Emirates Golf Club (+971 4 380 
1234, dubaigolf.com) remains a firm 
favourite among Dubai old timers 
and club-toting visitors. Annual host 
of the European Tour's Omega Dubai 
Desert Classic, it has two 18-hole par 72 
championship courses, a challenging 
Par 3 Academy Course, and an iconic 
clubhouse Inspired by the shape of 
a traditional Bedouin tent. The Majlis 
course hosts the Desert Classic, while 
the Nick Faldo-designed The Faldo 
is also the only 18-hole course in the 
region to offer night golf 

Swanky residential community and 
golf club Jumeirah Golf Estates (+971 
4 818 2000, jumeirahgolfestates.com) 


has a duo of Greg Norman-designed 
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championship courses, Fire and Earth, 
inspired by the great parkland courses 
of Europe and North America. The Earth 
course is home to the annual DP World 
Tour Championship, the grand finale 

of the European Tour's 47-tournament 
Race to Dubdi. 

For an easier ride, the Peter 
Harradine-designed The Track, Meydan 
Golf (+971 4 381 3733, meydangolf. 
com) places a huge emphasis on fun 
and welcomes golfers of all ages and 
abilities. Different tee box options on 
each hole offer varying lengths and 
degrees of difficulty, and with day 
and night tee off times available, the 
added bonus of the Dubai skyline as a 
backdrop adds to the experience. 

Another Peter Harradine-designed 
9-holer well worth a swing at is JA The 
Resort Golf Course in Jebel Ali (+971 4 
814 5555, jaresortshotels.com), where 
the likes of Tiger Woods and Ernie Els 
have teed off previously. 

Sweeping views of the city, 
with Burj Khalifa always in sight, 
adds to the allure of a round at 
Dubai Hills Golf Club (+971 4 362 
7555, dubaihillsgolfclub.com). The 
stunning championship course has 
wide fairways, but the bunkers and 
undulating greens are less forgiving. 
It's also home to par-3 course for those 
keen to sharpen their skills. 


GET A FALCON’S EYE VIEW 


A sure way to make the folks back 
home green with envwy is to tick 
skydiving off the bucket list. At Skydive 
Dubai (skydivedubai.ae) you can leap 
out of an aeroplane, tethered to a 
professional, for co tandem skydiving 
experience over Palm Jumeirah. It’s 
the best vantage point from which to 
see the scale of the fronded island — 
unless you've got your eyes closed, The 
jump window opens at 10am, with the 
first plane usually taking to the skies 
60 minutes later (weather permitting) 
Alternatively, for an equally memorable 
jump over the emirate's golden dunes, 
head to the Desert Campus drop zone 
Seawings (advance bookings 
+971 4 303 4992, arabian-adver 


tures 
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com) offers scenic flights over Iconic 
landmarks for a bird's-eye view of 

the city. Sign up for the Dubai Creek 
Silver tour, a 40-minute ‘dock to dock’ 
seaplane excursion over the historic 
Dubai Creek, Palm Jumeirah, Burj 
Khalifa and more. Timings depend 
on the tour you select. Or, take a 
helicopter ride (advance bookings 
+97] 4 303 4992, arabian-adventures. 
com) for a one-of-a-kind perspective 
of the city skyline and make the most 
of the incredible photo opportunities 
along the way. If you simply haven't the 
stomach for flying through the air, iFly 


BE PAMPERED 


CALM SPA, JA THE RESORT 
Sequester yourself away at this 
plush wellness retreat and embark 
on a journey of relaxation. We 
recommend the JA Signature 
Ritual, which protects the skin from 
harmful UV rays with a top-to-toe 
body polish, followed by a soothing 
massage and Elemis facial. 
+971 4 814 5555 jaresortshotels.com 


ANANTARA SPA, 
ANANTARA THE PALM 
DUBAI RESORT 
This plush spa is known for its 
traditional Turkish hammam and 
extensive menu of soothing and 
revitatising treatments. Women 
should go on Wednesday evenings 
(Spm-10pm) to take advantage of 
the special rates (from Dhs399) for 
unlimited access to the spa and 
selected treatments. +971 4 567 
8140, anantara.com 


TALISE OTTOMAN SPA, 
JUMEIRAH ZABEEL SARAY 
Unwind at this opulent spa, which 
is inspired by the Ottoman Empire 

Pick from a broad range of 


treatments and then complete your 
pampering session with a trip to 
the snow rooms and a dunk in the 
thalassotherapy pools. jumeirah.com 


Dubai (+971 4 23) 6292, theplaymania 
com) offers an exhilarating flying 
experience in its indoor wind tunnel 
Open from noon to 10pm Sun to Wed, 
noon to 11pm on Thur, and 10am-llpm 
on Fri and Sot. 


THEME PARK THRILLS 
Thrill-seekers, screamers Gnd scaredy- 
cats can get their air-conditioned 
theme park kicks at IMG Worlds of 
Adventure (advance bookings via +97] 
4 303 4992, arabian-adventures.com or 
City Sightseeing Dubai kiosks at major 
malls), the world’s largest indoor park, 


which has four zones: Cartoon Network, 
Marvel, Lost Valley-Dinosaur Adventure 
and IMG Boulevard. It’s an animation 
superhero love fest with more than 
20 rides and attractions, including a 
first-of-its-kind Hulk 3D ride with 18 IMAX 
projectors and a seriously bone-chilling 
Haunted Hotel. Open from 1lam-l0pm 
Sun to Wed, and 11am-1]pm Thur to Sat 
Next up, Dubai Parks and Resorts 
(advance bookings via +971 4 303 4992 
arabian-adventures.com) in Jebel Alli 
has an impressive roster of rides spread 
across three theme parks and a water 
park. Wet and wild fun of the tot-friendly 
variety is mandatory at Legoland Water 
Park (see Splash Around). Once you've 
dried off, explore the six themed lands 
at Legoland Dubai, home to 40 rides, 
shows and attractions, and 15,000 scale 
Lego models. Fans of the Hindi film 
scene can get their Shah Rukh Khan 
on at Bollywood Parks Dubai, with a 
host of rides and attractions inspired 


d Water Park 
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JA The Resort Golf Course 
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The Green Planet 


by all-singing and dancing Bollywood 
films, complete with 30 colourful live 
shows a day. 

Or, sit down and strap yourself in for 
the ride of a lifetime at Motiongate 
Dubai, with rollercoasters, multimedia 
‘dark rides’ and live shows based on 
blockbuster film characters including 
Ghostbusters, Shrek, Kung Fu Panda, 
The Hunger Games and The Smurfs, 
who even have their own village. Fear 
factor alert: not all rides are suitable 
for tender young minds - or adults of a 
nervous disposition - so check before 
you ride. Motiongate and Bollywood 
are open daily from 3pm to 110m until 
the end of the month. Legoland is open 
from noon to 8pm Sat to Wed, and 
noon to Yom Thur and Fri 


EXPERIENCE SNOW AND ICE 


Where else but DUbai Can you stroll 
along the beach in the morning 


and ao skiing on real snow in the 
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afternoon? A winter wonderland in 
the middle of the desert, Ski Dubai 
(advance booking via +971 4 303 
4992, arabian-adventures.com or City 
Sightseeing Dubai kiosks at major 
malls) at Mall of the Emirates boasts 
the world’s first indoor black run, a 
waddle of people-friendly penguins 
and is the de facto destination 
for skiing, snowboarding and 
tobogganing. Don’t fret if you haven't 
packed your salopettes, as you can 
hire clothing and equipment on-site. 
Be sure to catch the penguin parades 
between 2pm and 8pm daily. Open 
from 10am-11pm Sun to Wed, 10am to 
midnight on Thur, 9am to midnight on 
Fri and Yam-1l1pm on Sat 

An Olympic-sized rink, Dubai Ice 
Rink (advance bookings +971 4 303 
4992, arabian-adventures.com or City 
Sightseeing Dubai kiosks at major malls) 
at The Dubai Mall is the perfect spot to 


cool off with public sessions for beginner 


. 


and intermediate skaters. Catch a 
snowflake on your tongue at one of the 
regular snowfall sessions, with Penguin 
Pal skating aids available for littie ones 
(minimum one metre tall) and Snowmen 
for wobbly adults or kids 12 years or 
above, Check for session timings 


FAMILY-FRIENDLY FUN 


New to the family-centric collection of 
activities in and around the popular Kite 
Beach strip is XPark Jr. (+971 4 328 4175 
xparkjr.com), which blends desert and 
forest influences to create a fun, natural 
playscape. Kids get to splash in streams 
climb trees and hang out in treehouses 
as well as explore meandering paths 
cascading fountains and the on-site 
petting zoo, With a mud kitchen 

also part of the outdoor fun, don’t 
forget to pack a change of clothes 
Dhs45 per child (for two hours, with 
one with accompanying entering 


for free). Open from Bam-dpm Sat to 


Timings may be subject to change during public holidays. 


Wed and 8am-8pm Thur and Fri. You 
can step into a tropical jungle at The 
Green Planet (advance bookings +971 
4 303 4992, arabian-adventures.com). 
Located at City Walk, the five-level glass 
bio-dome recreates the ecosystem of a 
tropical forest, with over 3,000 plants and 
animals and the world’s largest indoor 
man-made tree. As you descend from 
the top of the dome via a winding path, 
you'll encounter exotic animals along 
the way, such as toucans, macaws, 
porcupines and even a sloth. From 
Dhs89. Open daily 10am-7pm Sun to 
Wed and 10am-8pm Thur to Sat. 

The kids will be bouncing off the walls 
at the region's biggest trampoline and 
entertainment park, Bounce (+971 4 321 
1400, bounce.ae), which has more than 
80 interconnected trampolines to jump 
around on, as well as a free running 
arena, and the awesome X-Park 
Adventure Challenge Course with a zip 
line, bouldering wall and sea of pipes 
for nimble feet to navigate. From Dhs75. 


Olli 


Open from 10am-l0pm Sun to Wed, 
10am to midnight Thur, 9am to midnight 
Fri and 9am-9pm on Sat. 

The future is here! Get them thinking 
about their career choices early at 
edutainment centre KidZania (advance 
bookings via +971 4 303 4992, arabian- 
adventures.com or City Sightseeing 
Dubai kiosks at major malls) at The 
Dubai Mall. Here, little ones can try their 
hand at 80 different jobs, from Emirates 
A380 pilot (there’s even a simulator) 
to chef. Open from 10am-1l0pm on 
weekdays and 10am-1]pm 
at weekends. 

For a smart play experience, OliOli 
in Al Quoz (+971 4 432 3232, olioli.ae) 
curates content from the best children’s 
museums, science centres and art 
studios in North America, Asia and 
Europe. Kids take part in hands-on 
activities designed to nurture curiosity, 
imagination and exploration, with 
eight galleries spread over two floors. A 
standout feature is the region's first textile 
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playground by artist Toshiko MacAdam 
- a large-scale structure made from 
brightly-coloured crocheted and 
knotted nylon. From Dhs60 to Dns 120 
for two hours (free for those aged up to 
11 months). Dhs40 for accompanying 
adults. Open from Yam-7pm Sun to Wed 
and on Sat, and 9am-9pm Thur and Fri. 
Up for waves and arcades? How 
about sunshine and slushies? Rally 
up your holiday companions and 
check out Wavehouse (+971 4 426 
2000). Located in the shopping 
avenues at Atlantis, The Palm, this novel 
entertainment destination is the new 
place to go for a day-to-night adventure 
for people of all ages. Grab a board 
and catch a wave as Surf's Up invites 
you to experience the rush of surfing 
without stepping foot in the ocean, 
while little ones can run wild at Levels, 
a soft play area meets modern take 
on the classic arcade. There's also a 
four-lane bowling alley. Open daily from 
noon to midnight. 
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THE BIGGEST CLUBS 


Glow sticks at the ready. Dubai's big, 
bigger, biggest mentality has made 
it to the dance floor with a slew of 
funky clubs and mega dance venues 
designed to keep you moving all night 
long. The city’s open-air super club 
BASE Dubai, (taxi: Dubai Design District 
+971 55 313 4999) draws huge crowds 
and names to boot - Rita Ora, Jason 
Derulo, and 50 Cent to name but three 
It also has a world-class sound and 
lights system. Open 11pm-3am, Thu-Sat 
Another seasonal, alfresco 
hotspot is WHITE Dubai (taxi: Meydan 
Racecourse Grandstand,.+971 50 443 
0933), a huge, tiered rooftop venue 
beloved of the city’s party-hardened 
and sometimes stage for global! 
acts. Open 10pm-4am, Thu-Sat 
Chameleon Club Dubai (fax! 
Byblos Hotel, +971 4 448 8000), turns 
the tables on dark clubs, choosing 
instead to bathe the dancefloor in a 


kaleidoscope of colour, from hot pink 


WARNING ~ 
This gallery contains graphic 
images that some viewers 
may find disturbing, 


to emerald green and sparkling blue 
Its extravagant design features over 
60,000 lights, along witih heart-shaped 
ceiling arches and a suspended DJ 
booth with acrobatic dancers Going 
their thing. Open daily, 8pm-3am 

The musical genres at Industrial 
Avenue (taxi: The Westin Dubai Mina 
Seyahi, +971 52 293 5907) span R&B 
hip hop, dancehall, grime and tech 
house across Mon, Tue, Thur and 
Fri, when it's open from 9pm-3am 
The same venue also houses The 
Shoreditch, a bar hidden behind 
a secret door, named in honour of 
London district where men old enough 
to know better ride around on scooters 
Expect to see none of that here 

Soho Garden (taxi: Meydan 
Racecourse, +971 56 822 2559) 
captures the hipster vibe of London s 
Soho, with a swimming pool area 
four bars to lean on and resident DJs 
Open from 8pm-sam, Tue to Sun. For 


a slice of R&B and hip hop, head to 


NIGHTLIFE 


Industrial Avenue 
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nightclub 1OAK DXB (taxi: JW Marriott 
Marauis Dubai, +971 52 881 8888) 

Like its sister venues in New York, Las 
Vegas, and Los Angeles, big name 
MCs are often in the house. Open from 
11pm-3am on Sun, Tue, Thu and Fri 


DAY-TO-NIGHT BEACH 
CLUBS AND POOL PARTIES 
Weekend pool and beach parties 
that turn into evening dance-offs 
are a big thing in Dubai, thanks to 
the sunny climes. Zero Gravity (taxi: 
Skydive Dubai, +971 4 399 0009) is 
famed for its huge poolside and 

a beachside brunch that kicks 

off at lpm on Fri and Sat, but you 
can bag a spot on the beach 


The Penthouse Dubai 
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from 8am and stay long into the 
evening. In fact, the fun never 
really stops here, making it hands’ 
down the biggest party in Dubai 
All the way over the other side 
of town, Blue Marlin Ibiza UAE (taxi: 
Golden Tulip, Ghantoot, +971 56 113 
3400) brings a slice of Ibiza to the 
Dubai/Abu Dhabi border. If opens 
on the weekend only, hosting a 
weekend brunch from 1pm and then 
throwing the mother of all parties 
that takes you from glittering sunshine 
to a night under the stars, with an 
11pm finish on Fri and 8pm on Sat. 
The Penthouse Dubai (taxi: FIVE 
Dubai, Palm Jumeirah, +971 4 455 
9989) on the 16™ floor is a lively adults- 


only rooftop day club and evening 
lounge offering spectacular views of 
the stunning Dubai skyline. Featuring 
two glass-lined swimming pools, guests 
can enjoy the sunset overlooking the 
Palm with a chilled drink in hand 
It's open Sat to Wed 12pm-3am, 
while on Thu-Fri it stays open until 
an eye-watering 5am. Do you have 
the stamina to last the distance? 
Nikki Beach Dubai (faxi: Pear! 
Jumeira, +971 4 376 6000) is as plush 
as you'd expect from the upscale 
global brand. There are deals and 
themed nights throughout the week, 
but Fridays is when the real party 
starts in earnest from lunchtime 
Open daily from 11am-8pm 
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Dubai has one of the world’s most 
spectacular skylines, and there are 
plenty of places you can soak up the 
view of glittering skyscrapers or Cool 
blue Gulf waters. For a spectacular 
view of Burj Al Arab, head to the terrace 
of Bahri Bar (taxi: Jumeirah Mina 
A'Salam, +971 4 432 3232), where you 
can reflect on the day while sipping 
drinks to a smooth jazz sodéndtrack 
Open from 4pm-2am, Sat to Wed and 
4pm-3am Thur and Fri 

Over on Palm Jumeirah, SoBe 
(taxi: W Dubai - The Palm, +971 4 245 
5555) comes to life just before the 
sun sets, offering panoramic vistas 
that will blow up your Instagram and 
O daily sundown ritual involving the 
bar staff and a whole lot of smoke 


So photogenic you'll feel like you're 
in a magazine shoot the Jetty Lounge 
(taxi: One&Only Royal Mirage +971 4 
399 9999) rocks white linen style and 
beanbags aside the shimmering 
sea, Open daily from 2pm-2amM 

Moving downtown, Treehouse (Tax! 
Taj Dubai, +971 4 438 3100) is known for 
its views of the city skyline towards Burj 
Khalifa. Make yourself comfortable as 
this open-air lounge Comes to life after 
dark, with house music spun by resident 
DJ Taylor. It’s open from 6pm-2am on 
weekdays and 6pm-3am at weekends 

Heading further downtown 
Cielo Sky Lounge (taxi: Dubal ¢ reek 
Golf & Yacht Club +97] 4416 1800) 
offers uninterrupted views ° »f the 
Creek, offering a glimpse afl Dubai's 


rich history as a trading port 


Ladies’ nights show no sign of waning 
in popularity in Dubai. Who knew 
handing out free beverages to half the 
population would prove to be such 
a good idea? You can bar hop over 
multiple levels at Dubai Marina's Pier 7, 
and on ladies’ night Asia Asia (taxi: Pier 
7 +97] 4 276 5900) is a great place fo 
begin your journey The views are great 
the vibe leans towards classy but still 
fun, and every Tue from 8pm you ll get 
three drinks just for not being a Man 
Another dress to impress affair with 
nary a natural eyelash in sight, takes 
place every Tue from 7om-lam at STK 
Downtown (taxi: Address Downtown 
+97) 4 425 3948). The renowned 
steakhouse Offers up its fine cuts as part 


of two or three Course Menus, YOUTS for 
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Dhs199 and Dhs239 respectively, along 
with three free drinks. Be prepared to 
kick off your heels for a bit of a boogie 
You'll also feel the urge to hit the 
floor at Japanese hotspot Ramusake 
(taxi: Doubletree by Hilton Hotel 
Dubai, +971 4 559 5300), where the 
atmosphere gets cranked up to 
party mode as the night grows ever 
younger. You get free drinks all night, 
but there's a minimum spend of 
Dhs100 per person to book a table 
Another Japanese joint worth a few 
of your holiday dirhams is Morimoto 
Dubai (taxi: Renaissance Downtown 
Hotel, +971 4 512 5577), where Kira 
Kira! offers three complimentary 
drinks along with 40 percent off a 
select menu (Choose the spicy tuna 


tacos) as DJ Trix spins the decks. Be 


sure to snag a table on the terrace 
Every Tue from 8pm until midnight 
If you're on the lookout for 
something more chilled, Monday 
nights at the Beach Lounge (taxi 
Jumeirah Beach Hotel, +971 4 
432 3232) offer up cabanas, fire 
pits, sand between your toes 
and picture perfect views of Burj 
Al Arab — oh, and free flowing 
sparkling between 8-10pm 


Thankfully guys don't have to miss out 
on all the discounted fun, and can 
bond over the male equivalent of a 
girls’ night out thanks to dedicated 
evenings dotted throughout the 

city. It’s all about the gents at Palm 


Jumeirah every Mon at The Tap 


FIVE OF THE BEST 
VENUES WITH A TWIST 


In the mood for a different experience? These nightspots have you covered 


Speakeasys have never really 
worked in Dubai before because 
well, not enough people could find 


How low can you go? Dive seven 


metres down and discover the 
blazing underworld of The Hatch 
(taxi: Port Rashid, +971 50 375 9715); 
QE2's boiler room turned party cave 
ng night owls with its enigmatic 


them. Poppy (taxi: Renaissance 
Downtown, poppy-dubai.com) by 
David Myers seems to have bucked 
that trend. You'll have to ask the staff 
to help you find it, buf when you do 


we promise it’s worth the hunt 


’s hard to describe what Wavehouse (taxi: Atlantis, The Palm 


+97] 4 426 1166) actually is. Indoor and ol itdoor spaces house a 


restaurant, arcade machines, bowling lanes, a wave rider and other 
family-friendly activities. But yes, it also has an adult-only bar, and i's 


decent. Fuel up for a night of live music and fun on fap 
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Hard Rock Café 


House (taxi: Club Vista Mare, +971 
4 514 3778) from 7pm to midnight 
when, for Dhs145, you can take your 
pick from the dedicated food menu 
accompanied by three house drinks. 
Vault (taxi: JW Marriott Marquis Dubai, 
+97] 4 414 3000) kindly offers men a 
complimentary drink upon arrival every 
Sat, along with special offers throughout 
the evening (from 8om-11pom). This buzzy 
bar, perched high up on the hotel's 
71\* and 72° floors, also offers great 
views of the city’s glittering skyline 
Guy Fieri’s Kitchen at Ree! Cinemas 
(taxi: Jebel Ali Recreation Club, +971 
4 449 1903) has possibly the best deal 
in town for men. Every Wed at the 
American TV chef's plush venue, guys 
get a burger and unlimited hops for 
Dhs99 from 7pm to 9om. A snooze 
during a late film screening might 
be called for afterwards, though 
Thursday nights at Oeno Wine Bar 
7373) 


e', which roughly translates 


(taxi: The Westin Dubai, +971 4 511 


ting and drinking to their 
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liking from a fixed menu from 8pm- 
11pm for Dhs249, Ladies in tow are also 
treated to three complimentary drinks 


BEST LIVE MUSIC VENUES 


Dubai has always had an active live 
music scene and there are some 
real gems to discover. Quincy Jones' 
first ever bar, Q’s Bar & Lounge (taxi 
Palazzo Versace Dubai, +971 4 556 
8865), has an ever-changing schedule 
of acts featuring next generation 
stars, directed by Quincy himself 

Smooth operators can shuffle their 
feet at the Jazz Club pop-up at The 
Green Room located on the upper 
floor of Galvin Bistrot & Bar (taxi 
The Square, City Walk, +971 4 590 
5444), Live performances take place 
Tue through Fri from 9om-2am 

Sticking with the same genre, Jazz@ 
PizzaExpress (taxi: JLT Cluster A, +9714 
44) 6342) has won plaudits for its 
commitment to a full programme of 
live entertainment, including crowd 


pleasing solo singers on Sun, Tue, and 


With a global reputation for 
awesome live music, it's may come 
as no surprise that there is a Hard 
Rock Café in town (taxi: Dubai Festival 
City Mall, +971 4 232 8900). Here, you 
can check out wall-to-wall musical 
memorabilia, including a bolero 
jacket worn by the late Prince, and 
Mick Fleetwood’s Tama drums, before 
rocking out to live and loud sounds 

In the concrete maze of JLT you'll 
find the ever buzzing Nola Social 
House & Eatery (taxi: Armada BlueBay 
Hotel, +971 4 399 8155), where every 
Tue, Fri and Sat from 8.30pm you'll be 
treated to live funk and soul tunes 

Of course, sometimes you just 
want to have fun. And Lock, Stock & 
Barrel (taxi: Rixos Premium Dubai, JBR 
+97] 4392 7120) has most definitely 
carved a reputation for providing just 
that. The award-winning behemoth 
is busy every night thanks to its great 
resident bands, regular drinks deals 
and a young crowd intent on enjoying 


every moment of their time in Duba 


arabian-adventures.com 
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Arabian Adventures 


THE DESTINATION MANAGEMENT COMPANY 


Book online at arabian-adventures.com or call +971 4 303 4888 


AGAINST THE GRAIN 


If you appreciate the beauty of natural materials, you'll find yourself drawn to the luxurious 
craftsmanship of the Tharb collection of handbags and leather accessories. The brainchild of Emirati 
product designer Eisa Alsubousi, the collection is inspired by his heritage and personal aesthetic, 
resulting in a range that gives international brands a run for their money. From the bestselling Mayed 
notebook sleeve to the timeless leather and marble Shamma bag, the pieces offer a stylish point of 
difference to what you can find in the shops back home. Find out more at tharb.ae 
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THE RESORT 


JEBEL ALI BEACH 


DUBAI 
THIS IS WHAT YOU CALL A RESORT. 
xwxeKkKkn ee 
JA LAKE VIEW HOTEL JA BEACH HOTEL JA PALM TREE COURT 
25 WORLD-CLASS DINING OUTLETS 40 EXHILARATING ACTIVITIES 


JAresorts.com £ @JATHERESORT © @iatheresort 


MASALA LIBRARY 


BY JIGGS KALRA 


. DISCOVER MAGIC 


Presenting you with our unique floating dessert at Masala Library 
by Jiggs Kalra. Enjoy this delicious 70% dark chocolate treat as part 
of the restaurant's signature Masala Library Experience 


Available daily from 6pm until 12am 


JW Marriott Marquis Hotel Duba 
sheikh Zayed Road, Business Bay, PO Box 121000. Dubai UAT 
T #9714414.3000 | jwmarriottmarquisdubailife.com | @ masaloalibr ryaxb 
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